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Dorothy and her little dog, Toto, are carried by a tornado to 
the land of Oz. There, they meet the Scarecrow, the Lion and the 
Tin Woodman. Dorothy loves her new friends but how will she 
and Toto get home? They must find the Wizard of Oz, of course!

Penguin Readers is a series of popular classics, exciting contemporary f iction, and 
thought-provoking non-f iction, written for learners of English as a foreign language. 
The series is aligned to the Common European Framework of Reference for 
Languages and includes language activities that help develop key skills.
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CEFR 
level

Story 
word count Headwords

  Pre–A1 400 –  600 350

A1 1,000  –1,600 550

 A1+ 3,000  – 5,000 700

  A2 7,000  –10,000 1,000

  A2+ 11,000  –14,000 1,200

  B1 15,000  –18,000 1,600

  B1+ 18,000  – 22,000 2,000

  B2 22,000  – 26,000 2,500 

5REPRO CIRC 
This is REPRO stage and any changes
should be because there is: – an error – damaging to the brand
– will increase sales. Please consider any changes carefully. 

VIC
ENS V

IV
ES



4 5

People and animals in the story New words

The Cowardly Lion

Dorothy Toto

palace tornado

The Scarecrow The Tin Woodman brick heart

ax brain
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CHAPTER ONE

The tornado

Dorothy lived in the middle of  the Kansas prairie
with her Uncle Henry and Aunt Em. Uncle Henry 
was a farmer, and Aunt Em was his wife. Their 
house was small, with one room, and the prairie 
was f lat and gray, with no trees or other houses. 

Aunt Em was very thin and gray, and she never 
smiled. Uncle Henry was also gray. He worked 
very hard, and he did not often speak. 

But Dorothy’s dog, Toto, made her happy. He 
had long, black hair and bright eyes, and Dorothy 
played with him all day. 

Today, Uncle Henry looked up at the dark gray 
sky. Dorothy and Toto stood inside the door, and 
they looked up at the sky too. They all listened to 
the strong wind. 

“A tornado is coming, Em,” Uncle Henry shouted 
to Aunt Em. “I’ll help the animals.” 

Note about the story
L. Frank Baum (1856–1919) wrote The Wonderful Wizard*
of  Oz in 1900. It is one of  the most famous children’s stories of  Oz in 1900. It is one of  the most famous children’s stories of  Oz
in the world, and in 1939, people in Hollywood made a 
f ilm of  The Wizard of  Oz. There were lots of  wonderful 
songs in it, and it was in color. Most f ilms were black and 
white before that time. 

In this story, Dorothy lives in Kansas in the United 
States of  America. Every year, there are about 100 
tornadoes in Kansas, and they usually happen between 
April and June. 

Before-reading questions

1 Look at the cover of  the book. What do you know about 
The Wizard of  Oz? 

2 Look quickly at the pictures in the book. 
Which sentence is not true?
a  Dorothy has a dog.
b  A tornado carries Dorothy’s car for many miles.
c  Dorothy meets a lion.

3 Look at page 4. Choose one of  the “People and 
animals in the story” and write about them. 

*Def initions of  words in bold can be found in the glossary on pages 63–64.VIC
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THE WIZARD OF OZ
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THE TORNADO

Then a strange thing happened. The house f lew 
slowly into the sky until it was at the top of  the tornado. 
The tornado carried the house for many miles.

Then he ran out on to the prairie. Aunt Em came to 
the door, and she saw the tornado. “Run, Dorothy!” 
she shouted. “Go into the tornado hole!” 

Aunt Em opened the small door in the f loor to the 
tornado hole, and she went down under the house. 
Dorothy started to follow her, but the wind came 
harder. Dorothy fell down next to Toto. 

It was very dark inside the tornado, and the wind 
was loud. Dorothy waited, but the house did not 
go down. After many hours, she lay down in her 
bed with Toto, and she began to sleep. 
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1 How do Dorothy and the Tin Woodman help the Scarecrow?
2 Why do the monkeys help Dorothy and her friends now?

1 Why do Dorothy and her friends get angry at the Palace of  Oz?
2 Who is the little old man behind the screen?

1 What does Oz give to the Scarecrow, the Tin Woodman, 
and the Lion? Can he give them a real brain, a real heart, 
and courage?

2 Why do Dorothy and her friends visit the Good Witch of  
the South?

3 What carries Dorothy to Kansas at the end of  the book?

CHAPTER EIGHT

CHAPTER NINE

CHAPTER TEN

1 Who does Dorothy’s house kill?
2 What two things does the Good Witch of  the North give Dorothy?

1 The Scarecrow cannot move. Why?
2 What will the Scarecrow ask the Wizard of  Oz for? 

1 What does Dorothy put on the Tin Woodman’s body? Why?
2 Why does the Tin Woodman want a heart?

1 What is the Lion frightened of ?
2 Why would Dorothy like the Lion to come to the Emerald City?

1 Why must they walk for many miles?
2 What do the red f lowers do to people and animals?

1 Why does the man at the gate look at Dorothy and her friends 
strangely, do you think?

2 What would the Wizard of  Oz like Dorothy and her friends 
to do for him?

1 What protects Dorothy from the Wicked Witch’s f lying monkeys?
2 What does the Wicked Witch know about Dorothy’s shoes?
3 What does Dorothy kick at the witch? What happens to the witch?

CHAPTER ONE 

CHAPTER TWO

CHAPTER THREE

CHAPTER FOUR

CHAPTER FIVE

CHAPTER SIX 1 At the start of  the book, the Scarecrow says, “I don’t know 
anything because I have no brain.” Is this true, do you think? 
What intelligent things does he say or do in the story?

2 The Wizard of  Oz says, “I’m not a bad man, but I’m a very 
bad wizard.” Is the Wizard of  Oz a bad man, do you think? 

3 The Wizard of  Oz does not give the Scarecrow a real brain, 
he does not give the Tin Woodman a real heart, and he also 
does not give the Lion courage. But they are all very happy 
anyway. Why is this, do you think?

4 Who is your favorite person or animal in the book? Why?

After-reading questions

CHAPTER SEVEN

During-reading questions
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