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The time of Ancient Egypt began about 5,000 years ago. 
The Egyptians worshipped many gods and goddesses, and 
they told stories about them to help them understand the world. 
These wonderful stories will help you understand more about 
the lives and ideas of the Ancient Egyptians.

Penguin Readers is a series of popular classics, exciting contemporary f iction and 
thought-provoking non-f iction, written for learners of English as a foreign language. 
The series is aligned to the Common European Framework of Reference for 
Languages and includes language activities that help develop key skills.
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CEFR 
level

Story 
word count Headwords

  Pre–A1 400 –  600 350

 A1 1,000  –1,600 550

  A1+ 3,000  – 5,000 700

  A2 7,000  –10,000 1,000

  A2+ 11,000  –14,000 1,200

  B1 15,000  –18,000 1,600

  B1+ 18,000  – 22,000 2,000

  B2 22,000  – 26,000 2,500 

www.penguinreaders.co.uk
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Gods and goddesses in the story

Ra Isis Pharaoh Zoser Teta

Osiris Thoth Se-OsirisSe-Osiris RhodopisRhodopis

People in the story
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RA AND HIS CHILDREN

In Egypt, kings were called Pharaohs. 
Ra ruled for thousands of  years, and life was good 
for the people of  Egypt. Every spring, the river Nile 
rose and f looded the fields for a while. After each 
flood, the earth in the f ields became good for 
growing barley. The people of  Egypt had enough 
food, there was peace and men did not f ight. 

But Ra’s body on Earth became old, and he 
could not rule very well. He could not f ight against 
the evil spirit Apophis. Because of  Apophis, 
many people of  Egypt became evil, too, and 
planned to f ight against Ra. He saw this, and he 
spoke to the other gods. 

“The people in the south of  Egypt are planning 
to do evil against me,” he said. “If  I look at them 
with my powerful Eye, they will burn and die.”

One of  the gods said, “Ra, if  you burn them 
with your Eye, all of  Egypt will become a desert. 
You should make a power to kill men and women 
only and not burn the land.”

“I will not use my powerful Eye. I will send 
Sekhmet to kill the evil people!” cried Ra.

And, because Ra said the word “Sekhmet”, a 
goddess with a lioness’s head was born. Sekhmet 
the lioness then ran to the south of  Egypt and killed VIC
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the most evil people. The river Nile went red with 
all their blood. But Sekhmet liked killing, and she 
did not want to stop. She wanted to kill all people, 
but Ra did not want to rule a land with no one in it. 

“I must trick Sekhmet,” thought Ra. “If  I can 
trick her and save the people from her, I will give 
her another, better power.” 

“Run to the island of  Elephantinē on the river 
Nile,” Ra told his men. “The earth there is red. 
Bring me some of  this red earth.”

So his men brought back the red earth to 
Heliopolis, the city of  Ra.

“Make beer from barley and mix it with the red beer from barley and mix it with the red beer
earth from the island of  Elephantinē,” Ra said to 
the women at the palace of  Heliopolis. “Make lots 
of  it!”

That night, Ra’s men put this red beer all over 
the f ields. It looked like blood. In the morning, 
Sekhmet woke up. She saw the red beer, and she 
laughed. She thought that it was blood. She drank 
and she drank until the beer made her very tired, 
and she could not kill any more. She walked slowly 
to Heliopolis. Ra was waiting for her there.

“I will give you a new name,” Ra said. “You 
are now called ‘Hathor’. You will become the 

RA AND HIS CHILDREN
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Put the words in the correct order to make sentences 
in your notebook.
1 girl. / were / The men / a / slave / selling / beautiful

   The men were selling a beautiful slave girl.                                   The men were selling a beautiful slave girl.                                   The men were selling a beautiful slave girl.                                

2 that / thought / she was / world. / Charaxos / the most / 
girl in / beautiful / the

3 gave / in. / He / house / her a / to / wonderful / live
4 slipper. / the / took / An eagle / into / red / garden and / 

flew / a
5 palace / flew / the / at Memphis. / eagle / The / to 
6 the girl. / Egypt / sent / Amasis / look / his men / all over 

/ for / to / Pharaoh 

7
CHAPTER SEVEN 1 Look online. What places in Tales of  Ancient Egypt are still Tales of  Ancient Egypt are still Tales of  Ancient Egypt

there today? Make a poster about these places. 

2 You are on holiday in Egypt. You are visiting the pyramids 
and other places. Write a postcard about your holiday.

3 Ancient Egyptian gods often looked like birds or animals. 
Birds and animals are also important in some of  the stories. 
Complete a table like the one below with birds and animals 
from the book. 

4 Look online and learn more about one of  the gods or 
goddesses from the book. What other stories were they in? 
What other things did they do? 

5 We know about some of  these tales, and others like them, 
from ancient drawings on the walls inside pyramids. Go 
online and look at some of  these drawings. Then make 
your own drawing about one of  the tales from this book.

Animal Chapter(s)
What does the 

animal/bird do?

Lioness 
(Sekhmet) 1

The god Ra wants to stop all the 
evil people in Egypt, so he makes 
a giant lioness to kill them.

Project work
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