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Clouds over California is a story about an eleven-year-old girl
called Stevie and the changes that happen in her life when her
older cousin comes to stay. It is also about life in the 1970s and
important events that changed things in the United States of
America for women and Black people.
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People in the story

Dad/Coop

Argue

\

Mom/Kitty

tape recorder wig



CLOUDS OVER CALIFORNIA A NEW STA

him, but he doesn’t turn around. “Shall I read you a st
“I'm the man!” Dad says. “I go to work, and you stay at “Yes, please!”

home and look after the house. What’s wrong with that?” Mom climbs in me. ““This is a story about a
Mom thinks that Dad is “old-fashioned.” But I don’t king and a sandg

understand why she can’t take a few classes at college. It i ghing. She starts to tell me

Why is that a problem? anothe

“I just moved us into this nice home,” Dad says. the middle of the night, Mom is

“I didn’t ask to move!” says Mom. “None of us wanted si@epinSiext to me.She’s not wearing her wig and I think,
to move, Coop!” “She look retty like this.”
I really didn’t want to move here. I loved our old house.
My room was nice and my best friend, Jennifer, lived just t day is my first day of school, and I'm late!
across the street. My parents didn’t fight in our old house. My school is close to our new home, but Mom has to
Dad turns around to look at Mom, and he finally sees drive me because we slept for too long.
me hiding. Then Mom notices me, too. “You’re going to have a great day,” says Mom.

“Stevie!” She walks toward me quickly. “I knew thatgrou Mom waves goodbye and then I'm alone. Everyone

were being too loud, Coop.” looks at me as I walk through the school to find my new

“I’'m not stupid,” Dad says, quietly. He wants classroom. They all know that I'm the new girl and all
arguing. “I know what this is really about, Kj I want to do is run and hide.

Mom doesn’t listen to him. “Come on
to get back to bed.”

“OK,” I say, quietly.

My new teacher is called Mrs. Quakely, and she seems
nice. She’s very tall, and she has a huge smile and big feet!
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“It’s nice to meet you, Stevie,” she says. “Class, this is
y > > y b

Dad’s face is red and I can Stevie.”
angrily as Mom and I walk Everyone just looks at me.

“I'm sorry that you hea . My face feels hot and I quickly sit down at my desk.
She puts her hand tg h i After the lesson, everyone runs out to the playground and I

still see them. “But

She’s lying, but I's

follow them. I watch them start a ball game called tetherball.
At my old school, I was the best at playing tetherball but
I don’t tell the children here that. I decide to just watch.
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A girl called Ally is playing and winning every game.
Then she looks at me and says, “Do you want to play?”

I'look around. Is she really talking to me?

“Let’s have a game,” she says. “I won’t play so hard
because you’re new.”

I jump up and we keep playing even when it starts
to rain. But Mrs. Quakely stops us when she shouts,
“Come inside, quickly!”

I notice something when
My braids are startin

ght or wavy hair,
ry to press my hair down
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don’gheed huge hair

and laughs. “Y

More people
my hai
fy, like a candy!” someone says.

ut no one listens to me.
shout.

ns back to their desks. “Are you OK, Stevie?”
“Yes,” I say.

But I'm lying.




During-reading questions

1 Why does Stevie wake up? What is different ah, om when, she cts Stevie from
2 Why does Mom think that Dad is “old-fashioned,” school?

do you think? Who dresses
3 Does Stevie have a good first day at school? Why/Why not?

1 Where does Dad take Stevie and Mom on Friday night?
2 Who did Dad work for before he met Mom? n’t the crown stay on Stevie’s head?
3 Is Stevie excited for Naomi to come and stay? Why/Why not?

1 What sport does Stevie like to watch?
2 What do Stevie and Mom usually do on Friday nights?
3 What hair does Naomi like best on Stevie?

1 What does Dad forget to buy for Thanksgiving?
2 Why does Naomi lie about having a boyfriend, do you think?

1 What is Mom’s real name?
2 Does Stevie tell Dad about Mom’s phone call?
3 Do you think Kenny and Donald have bee

Why/Why not?

Where does Mom take Stevie in the middle of the night?
2 Why is Stevie’s life going to change? How does Stevie feel
about it, do you think?

1 Why doesn’t Mom want Naomi to volunteer at the event in

1 What work is Mom doing in East Los Angeles?
2 What does Stevie find in he 2 Why did Stevie hate swim classes?
3 Why does Stevie think,that their calls? 3 Has Naomi run away? Where has she gone?

1 How does Stevie feel on the first day of the new school year?
2 What does Stevie learn to do at the end of the chapter?
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