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Sherlock Holmes is an intelligent detective who works with 
his friend Dr Watson. In The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, 
Watson and Holmes fi nd the answers to three dif ferent and 
exciting mysteries.

Penguin Readers is a series of popular classics, exciting contemporary f iction and 
thought-provoking non-f iction, written for learners of English as a foreign language. 
The series is aligned to the Common European Framework of Reference for 
Languages and includes language activities that help develop key skills.
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CEFR 
level

Story 
word count Headwords

  Pre–A1 400 –  600 350

 A1 1,000  –1,600 550

  A1+ 3,000  – 5,000 700

  A2 7,000  –10,000 1,000

  A2+ 11,000  –14,000 1,200

  B1 15,000  –18,000 1,600

  B1+ 18,000  – 22,000 2,000

  B2 22,000  – 26,000 2,500 
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New wordsPeople in the stories

Sherlock Holmes

Helen Stoner

Lestrade

Dr Watson

Mycroft Holmes

Hilton Cubitt

baboon

gloveglove

safe

cheetah

match

bell-rope
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The Adventure of the Yellow Band

My friend Sherlock Holmes has worked on about seventy 
cases in the last eight years. Some of  these ended happily, 
some sadly, but they were all strange in some way. Holmes 
has only worked on cases that were interesting to him. 
But I cannot remember a case that was stranger than the 
one of  the Roylott family of  Stoke Moran in Surrey.

This was a few years ago, before I got married, and 
Holmes and I were sharing a f lat in Baker Street. I did not 
write about it immediately because I promised to keep 
it secret. But a lot of  people are talking about the death 
of  Dr Grimesby Roylott, and I think that I need to tell the 
true story.

It was early April 1883, and I woke up one morning to 
see Holmes standing by my bed. He did not usually get up 
early, and I was surprised to see that it was only quarter 
past seven.

“I’m sorry to wake you up, Watson,” he said. 
“Mrs Hudson was woken early, and she woke me up.”

Mrs Hudson looked after our f lat and cooked for us.
“What is it? Is it a f ire?” I asked.
“No. I have a visitor, a young woman. She says that she 

must see me. She’s waiting in the sitting room. If  a young 
woman comes to visit very early in the morning, she has 
something important to tell me. If  the case is interesting, VIC
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THE ADVENTURES OF SHERLOCK HOLMES THE ADVENTURE OF THE YELLOW BAND

I reached Leatherhead at twenty past six and caught the 
f irst train to London. I’m very worried, and nobody can 
help me. One day, you helped one of  my friends, and 
she gave me your name and address. I hope that you 
can help me, too. I have no money now, but I’m getting 
married in a month, and then I’ll have some money.  I can 
pay you then.”pay you then.”

maybe you’ll want to listen to her.”
“Thank you, Holmes. I don’t want to miss a new case.” 
I quickly put some clothes on and followed my friend into 

the sitting room. A woman in a black dress was sitting at the 
window. She stood up when we came in.

“Good morning, madam,” said my friend. “My name 
is Sherlock Holmes, and this is my friend Dr Watson. I see 
that Mrs Hudson has lit the f ire. You’re shivering. Please 
sit nearer to the f ire, and I will ask Mrs Hudson to bring us 
some hot coffee.”

“I’m shivering, but it’s not because of  the cold,” answered 
the woman, moving to a chair near the f ire.

“Why then?” asked Holmes.
“I’m shivering because I’m afraid.” Her eyes were bright, 

like the eyes of  a frightened animal. She was a woman of  
thirty, but she looked older and tired. 

Holmes sat down next to her. “Don’t be afraid,” he said. 
“We can help you, I’m sure. You came to London by train 
this morning, I see.”

“Do you know who I am?”
“No, but you have the second half  of  your ticket in your 

left glove. You started early, and you had a long drive on a 
bad road to get to the train station.”

The woman looked at Holmes, her mouth wide open.
“It’s not a diff icult problem, madam,” said Holmes with a 

smile. “Your left arm is dirty from the wet road. The driver 
was sitting on your right, so that arm is clean.”

“You’re right, Mr Holmes. I left home before six. 

“Madam,” said Holmes, “I don’t work for money but 
I’ll be happy to help. Please can you tell us about your 
problem.”

“It’s not easy,” she answered, “because I’m not sure why 
I’m so worried. It’s a lot of  little things. Each little thing 
seems unimportant. I have talked to the man who I’m going 
to marry about them, and he doesn’t think that there’s any VIC
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Write the correct word in your notebook.

immediately                stepfather                engaged
argument                     twins                     will

1    immediately      immediately      immediately    happening now, or without waiting or 
thinking about it

2 a man who has married your mother but is not your 
real father

3  two people who have the same parents, are the same
age and were born at the same time

4 something that says who will get your money and other 
things that you own when you die

5 when you talk to another person in an angry way 
because you do not agree

6 when two people have agreed to get married

Complete these sentences in your notebook, using the 
words from the box.

1 Please tell me    what    happened.
2 She stood up  we came in.
3 I’m not sure  I’m so worried.
4 My sister was only thirty  she died.
5 I don’t know  it comes from.
6 You must do  I say or it will be very dangerous for you.
7 I didn’t see  my friend was hitting.

2

1

what      what      what      why      where      when      when

THE ADVENTURE OF THE YELLOW BAND Put these sentences in the correct order in your 
notebook.
a  Grimesby Roylott comes to visit Holmes and Watson. 
b   1   Helen Stoner comes to visit Holmes and Watson. 
c  Holmes and Watson find Roylott dead.
d  Holmes and Watson go back to the house in the dark.
e  Holmes and Watson take a room at the pub.
f  Holmes and Watson take the train to Leatherhead.
g  Holmes and Watson visit Stoke Moran with Helen.
h  Holmes looks at the will.

Match the two parts of  these sentences in your notebook.
Example: 1 – d
1 If  Mycroft is leaving  a until a train came out of  
 his office,  the tunnel.
2 He worked at a place b and suddenly he ran away
3 He was travelling back  into the fog. 
 to Woolwich c so you made a copy of
4 We were walking to   your brother’s keys. 
 the theatre d then it’s something very
5 We didn’t have to   important. 
 wait long e when he was killed and
6 If  he answers that,  thrown out of  the train.
7 You needed money, f  where they make huge guns
8 He thought that I   and other war machines.
 was a spy g and it killed him.
  h we can catch him.

3

4

THE ADVENTURE OF THE BRUCE-PARTINGTON PLANS

Exercises
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