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It is a hot summer in Cornwall. When 16-year-old Senara Jenkins 
and her friends lose their drone in the garden of Cliff House, 
they discover that the house is full of secrets. As Senara meets a 
world of beautiful rich people, her life changes. But should some 
secrets stay secret?

Penguin Readers is a series of popular classics, exciting contemporary f iction and 
thought-provoking non-f iction, written for learners of English as a foreign language. 
The series is aligned to the Common European Framework of Reference for 
Languages and includes language activities that help develop key skills.
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CEFR 
level

Story 
word count Headwords

Pre–A1 400–600 350

A1 1,000–1,600 550

A1+ 3,000–5,000 700

A2 7,000–10,000 1,000

A2+ 11,000–14,000 1,200

B1 15,000–18,000 1,600

B1+ 18,000–22,000 2,000

B2 22,000–26,000 2,500 
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 *Def initions of  words in bold can be found in the glossary on pages 93–96.

Before-reading questions

1 Look through the book at the names and the dates, and at 
the family tree below. How many different people’s stories 
are there? How old are they when these stories happened, 
do you think? Who is the main character, do you think?

2 Read the “Note about the story” on page 4. Are these 
sentences true or true or true false?
a Cornwall is a very rich county.
b Cornwall is a long way from London.
c Having synaesthesia makes it difficult for someone 
 to read and write. 

Note about the story
Emily Barr lives in Cornwall. Her book The One Memory of  
Flora Banks is also available in Penguin Readers at Level 5.Flora Banks is also available in Penguin Readers at Level 5.Flora Banks

The county of  Cornwall is in the south-west corner 
of  Britain. It is famous for its beautiful beaches. About 
half  a million people live there and about four million 
tourists visit every summer. This means that Cornwall 
has many empty holiday homes in winter, and houses 
are very expensive. So Cornwall also has problems of  
poverty and homelessness, and many people have to 
use food banks. 

In This Summer’s Secrets, three teenagers discover more 
about Cliff  House, a large, empty house which belongs 
to a rich family in London. They meet Martha Roberts 
there, who was evacuated to Cornwall from London 
during the Second World War (1939–1945). During this 
war, many children from big cities were sent away to 
keep them safe from bombs. Martha is looked after by 
Violet and her brother Aubrey, who fought in the First 
World War (1914–1918). Aubrey’s mental health was 
badly affected in this war and he had what people now 
call PTSD.

Martha’s granddaughter, Felicity, experiences 
synaesthesia, which means that she sees colours and 
shapes. For example, Felicity sees that her daughter 
Clementine has an orange aura around her.

Violet 
Roberts

Aubrey 
Roberts

Martha 
Driscoll/ 
Roberts

= Barnaby 
Campion

Leon 
Campion-
Roberts

Clementine 
(Clem) 
Parker

Jackson 
Li

Senara 
Jenkin

Alex 
Campion-
Roberts

Felicity 
Campion-
Roberts

=
Dylan 

Li
Jenna 
Jenkin

Angela 
(Angie) 
Teague

Andy 
Teague 

Josie 
Teague

Family tree
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A HAUNTED HOUSE

CHAPTER ONE

A haunted house

Senara, 2022
“Here is Cornwall’s most haunted house – Cliff  House,” 
Josie said. “It stands empty and troubled on the edge of  
the cliff.”

We were standing on the beach below the cliffs, looking 
up at the big house. There was no one else on the beach 
because it was winter, and the wind was very cold. The sky 
and the sea were grey.

“No one alive knows what this haunted house is hiding,” 
Gareth added. I turned the video camera to him. “Even the 
family from London who own it, the ones who call people 
from the village ‘peasants’, have stayed away for years.” 

The last time the family visited, three summers ago, a 
girl of  about our age had pushed past us on the path to the 
beach and called us “peasants”. We were all 13 at the time 
and had never forgotten it.

“Today, we’re going to uncover the secrets of  Cliff  
House,” Gareth continued.

Gareth was Josie’s boyfriend, and we were helping him 
make this f ilm for one of  his GCSEs. I was very happy to 
be behind the camera, instead of  appearing in the f ilm. 
We had brought a drone, too, and our plan was to f ly it 
over the gardens of  Cliff  House and then bring it back to 
us on the beach.

“Senara,” Gareth called. “What’s the drone going to f ind, 
do you think?”

“Zombies – like the walking dead!” I said. 
“Ghosts!” Josie said.
“Bodies!” Gareth said. “The whole family has been 

murdered. Old Mrs Roberts who still lives in the cottage
did it.”

“Yes, the garden is full of  the bones of  the Roberts family,” 
I said, “and the bones of  that girl who disappeared – Lucy’s 
sister.” I had a sudden thought. “Gareth? You’re not putting 
this bit in your f ilm, are you?”

“No,” he said, and laughed as he f lew the drone up and 
up and up.

Then it was gone. 
————

Early the next morning, we hurried back to Cliff  House on 
our bicycles to look for the drone. It had been too dark to look 
for it last night after it crashed. We had to get it back before 
Mrs Roberts found it. It would be terrible if  she heard what 
we had said about her, and she would probably kill us. She 
was the crazy old lady who lived in the cottage by the gates 
and we had always been scared of  her.

There was a very high fence all around the garden. 
We used the rope that Josie had brought in her rucksack to 
help us climb over it. 

The garden was enormous and well looked after, not wild 
like we had expected. That meant that gardeners came in 
to work on it, and I hoped that they were not there now.VIC
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THIS SUMMER’S SECRETS A HAUNTED HOUSE

The house was enormous, with three f loors, and four 
windows on each f loor. Behind the house was a swimming 
pool. I stared at the pool, imagining it in summer, in the 
sunshine. But I also knew that I had seen it. I had been here.had seen it. I had been here.had

We kept walking, looking for the crashed drone. At last, 
we found a wild corner of  the garden full of  weeds, where 
there were two tall camellias, one red and one pink, with 
dark green leaves. I suddenly noticed something in the 
weeds under the camellias, so I got on my knees to see if  it 
was our drone. It wasn’t, but I dug into the earth with my 
f ingers anyway, pulled it out, then quickly dropped it. 

It was a bone.
When Gareth picked it up, I saw that the bone was 

quite small and thin. Josie began taking photographs of  
Gareth and the bone, but I just wanted to get away, so I 
ran as fast as I could across the grass. As I got near Mrs 
Roberts’s cottage, I suddenly saw the drone on the ground, 
so I quickly ran and picked it up. Then I heard a sound. 
I looked round and saw a face at the window.

I stared, and the old lady stared back. Should I run 
or stay?

I quickly texted Josie.

The old lady opened the window.
“What are you doing?” she asked.
I took a deep breath. My knees were shaking. “Sorry,” 

Gareth got his phone out. “Smile!” he said, and took a 
photo of  us all together.

We walked through the silent, wet garden and then 
stopped when we saw the big house. “I know this house,” 
I thought. “I’ve been here before.” But that was impossible. 

Go now! I’ve got the drone. 
Mrs Roberts saw me.
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1 Why do Senara and Martha become friends, do you think?
2 It makes Josie cry when her friends say that they are 

depressed (Chapter Two). Why is this, do you think? 
What problems does Josie have in her life?

3 Does Clem really want to be friends with Senara, 
do you think? Why/Why not?

4 Senara tells Rik that they come from different worlds 
(Chapter Seven). Describe what she means. What will 
happen between them after the story ends, do you think?

Exercises

Choose the correct word to complete these sentences 
in your notebook.
1 For Felicity, Clem has a bright orange aura /  / sunshine. 
2 Senara and her friends think that Cliff  House may be 

haunted / hiding.
3 They lose their bone /drone in the garden.
4 They use a tray / rope to climb over the fence.
5 The camellias / weeds have red and pink f lowers.
6 Martha is worried that they have expected / damaged

the house. 

Complete these sentences with the correct word in 
your notebook.

girlfriend    sister    friend     brother    husband    neighbour   
grandma    grandson

1 Josie is Gareth’s    girlfriend      girlfriend      girlfriend    .
2 Uncle Andy is Josie’s mum’s  .
3 Lucy is Josie’s  .
4 Betty is Martha’s  .
5 Alex is Martha’s  .
6 Felicity is Alex’s  .
7 Barnaby is Martha’s  .
8 Martha is Felicity’s  .

Complete these sentences with the correct word in 
your notebook. 

let     might     must     will     used     made     would     can’t

1 Mum had always    let    them go off  by themselves since 
they were little. 

2 The woman  be Clem’s mum.
3 There  to be a very old burial ground at the edge of  the 

garden.
4 Martha knew that, if  she was with Betty, this  be all right.
5 During breakfast, Aubrey  them all laugh.
6 “He  be dead,” Josie cried. She could not believe it.
7 Mum looked like she  be going to cry.
8 “Mum  never know. She’s 40,000 miles away.”
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CHAPTERS THREE AND FOUR

PROLOGUE AND CHAPTER ONE

1

2
CHAPTER TWO

After-reading questions
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