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We’ll Always Have Summer is the last of three famous books about 
Belly and her feelings for Conrad and his brother, Jeremiah. Belly 
is now dating Jeremiah and their relationship is serious. Belly has 
known Jeremiah since she was a child. But she has known 
Conrad, too. Which of the brothers does she really love?

Penguin Readers is a series of popular classics, exciting contemporary f iction, and 
thought-provoking non-f iction, written for learners of English as a foreign language. 
The series is aligned to the Common European Framework of Reference for 
Languages and includes language activities that help develop key skills.
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Pre–A1 400–600 350

A1 1,000–1,600 550

A1+ 3,000–5,000 700

A2 7,000–10,000 1,000

A2+ 11,000–14,000 1,200

B1 15,000–18,000 1,600

B1+ 18,000–22,000 2,000

B2 22,000–26,000 2,500 
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*Def initions of  words in bold can be found in the glossary on pages 93–96.

Before-reading questions

1 Belly is in college. In your country, where can college 
students choose to live and who with?

2 What kind of  things do students often do in their summer 
vacation, do you think?

3 What is a good age to get married, do you think? Why?

We’ll Always Have Summer is the third and last of  three famous We’ll Always Have Summer is the third and last of  three famous We’ll Always Have Summer
books about Belly and her feelings for Conrad and his 
brother, Jeremiah. It follows The Summer I Turned Pretty (also 
available in Penguin Readers, level 3), which has become a 
television program, and It’s Not Summer Without You (available 
in Penguin Readers, level 4). In It’s Not Summer Without You,
Conrad and Jeremiah’s mother, Susannah Fisher, dies.  At 
the end of  the book, Belly and Jeremiah begin to date*.

In this story, although Belly is only 18, she decides to
get married. Before their wedding, the couple getting 
married often have a party. For a man this is called a
bachelor party, and for a woman this is a wedding 
shower.

At the wedding, there will often be bridesmaids, usually 
chosen by the woman, and a best man, chosen by the man.

Note about the story CHAPTER ONE

Almost summer

It was four o’clock in the morning and I was in the library 
with my new best friend, Anika, and my old best friend, 
Taylor. We were studying together for our last exam at the 
end of  our f irst year at Finch University. Summer was so 
close that I could almost taste it. 

Taylor’s eyes were starting to close. “Dance break!” I 
called out, pressing play on my computer and doing a little 
dance in my chair.

“Why are you so happy?” asked Anika.
“Because in just a few hours we’ll be free,” I said.

————
The exam was as hard as we had expected, and after it 
had f  inished, we were too tired to celebrate. I went straight 
back to my room to sleep. When I opened the door, there 
was Jeremiah, asleep in my bed, looking like a little boy. I 
took of f  my shoes and lay down next to him.

“Hi. How did it go?” he asked, sleepily. 
“It was f ine.”
“Good. I saved you half  my sandwich from lunch. Do 

you want it now?”
“Maybe later,” I said, closing my eyes. 
Jeremiah fell back to sleep before me, and when I woke 

up, he was still asleep, his arms around me. 
We had started dating two years earlier, since just before VIC
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my last year of  high school, although “dating” didn’t feel 
like the right word for it. We were just together. It all 
happened so easily and quickly. One minute we were 
friends, then we were kissing, and now I was going to the 
same university as him. I wanted him in my life for all 
seasons, not just the summer.

————
The next evening, Jeremiah and his friends were having a 
party at their house to celebrate the end of  the year. 

“You look hot,” Jeremiah said when he came to meet 
me. 

“Thanks,” I said. Even now, after being boyfriend and 
girlfriend for two years, I still blushed when he said things 
like that. I was wearing a sundress that I had borrowed 
from Anika. It was white with little blue f lowers. 

At the party, girls kept coming up and hugging Jeremiah. 
He was the kind of  boy that girls liked, but I was sure that 
he would never look at another girl. I went upstairs to put 
my bag in his room, and when I came downstairs, I saw him 
talking to her — Lacie Barone. She was wearing a beautiful 
top and high-heeled red shoes, and she looked amazing. 

Taylor had told me that Lacie thought Jeremiah was hot. 
And I had told Taylor that I didn’t care. Why should I? 
He was my boyfriend, my Jeremiah, whom I’d known my 
whole life. He was the f irst boy that I’d ever fallen asleep 
next to and the f irst to look after me when I was ill. He 
was the f irst boy to leave me a love note on my door 
and the f irst that I ever kissed. He was my best friend. 

ALMOST SUMMER

He was the one. My one. 
Jeremiah saw me and waved at me to come over. “Lacie’s 

going to study in Paris this fall,” he told me, putting his arm 
around me. Then to Lacie he said, “We want to travel in 
Europe next summer, and we’re def initely going to France. 
Belly speaks really good French.”
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During-reading questions

1 How long have Belly and Jeremiah been dating?
2 Why are Jeremiah and his friends having a party?
3 When was the f irst time that Belly and Jeremiah broke up? 

Why was this?

1 What does Anika think is worse than cheating on someone?
2 What is Belly’s secret?
3 What does Jeremiah give Belly when they meet?

1 Where are Belly and Jeremiah’s families going to meet and why?
2 How do Anika and Taylor feel about Belly’s news?
3 Why does Conrad think that coming back to Cousins was a mistake?

1 Why doesn’t Belly’s mom support the wedding?
2 Who does Jeremiah want to be his best man?
3 Why is Belly sad after she has bought a wedding dress?

1 Why does Jeremiah bring f lowers to Belly’s house?
2 Belly tells Conrad, “I’ll keep out your way.” What does she mean 

and why does she say this?
3 What did Conrad promise his mom before she died?

CH A P T ER ON E

CH A P T ER T WO

CH A P T ER T H R EE

CH A P T ER FOU R

CH A P T ER F I V E

1 Why does Belly avoid Conrad?
2 Why does Belly feel embarrassed when she is in Conrad’s car?
3 Who is the girl that Conrad has stayed away from for two years?

1 Who calls Belly and why? 
2 Why does Conrad want to meet Laurel?
3 Why is Conrad trying to help Belly, do you think?

1 What makes Belly’s hands shake when she puts away the peaches? 
2 Why does Belly think that her worries have gone? Is this true, 

do you think?

1 What is making Belly feel bad? 
2 What does Taylor tell Belly that makes her more confused?
3 Why is Conrad furious with Jeremiah?

1 Why does Conrad tell Belly what he heard in the bar? 
2 Why is Belly angry when Conrad tells her that he loves her?
3 What does Conrad mean when he says, “Now I’m trying to f ind 

a way out, and you won’t even let me have that”?

1 Belly has always wanted to be Isabel Fisher. Is she getting what 
she wanted, do you think? 

2 How does Belly’s secret in Chapter Two become important?

CH A P T ER SI X

CH A P T ER SEV EN

CH A P T ER EIGH T

CH A P T ER N I N E

CH A P T ER T EN

CH A P T ER EL EV EN
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