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Meet Richard Osman’s famous group of pensioner-detectives:
Elizabeth, Ibrahim, Joyce and Ron. In The Thursday Murder Club,
the group must try to connect the murders of two men they
know and an exira body discovered in an old grave!

Penguin Readers is a series of popular classics, exciting contemporary fiction and
thought-provoking non-fiction, written for learners of English as a foreign language.
The series is aligned to the Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages and includes language activities that help develop key skills.
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Note about the story

Richard Osman is a famous British writer, and he has
also had a long career on British TV, where he introduces
popular game shows. The Thursday Murder Club (now part
of a crime series) 1s his first novel.

The story is about a group of pensioners* who call
themselves the “Thursday Murder Club” because they
meet on Thursdays to try to selve old murder cases. The
pensioners live in a very comfortable retirement village
in Kent, an area in the south-east of England.

The police in the story all have job titles that tell you
their level of ability. Chris Hudson, who is the leader of his
team, is a Detective Chief Inspector (DCI). This is a higher
level than Penny Gray, who was a Detective Inspector (DI),
and Donna De Freitas, who is a Police Constable (PC).
Police Constable is the starting job in policing.

Priests usually have the word “Father” before th
names, so one of the suspects, Matthew Mackie, is calle
Father Matthew Mackie.
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Joyce
1t starte zabethWShe lives with her husband Stephen in one of the

edroom s in Larkin Court. I was having lunch in our

le restaurant” and Elizabeth came over and said she was

Joes of some old photographs. Then she asked me to imagine that
someone had stabbed a girl with a knife maybe three or four times in the
chest — in and out very quickly, but without cutting an avtery. How long
would it take the girl to die? I replied that the girl would probably die in about

Jorty-five minules.

I should mention now that my name is Joyce Meadoweroft — the
Meadowerofl came from my husband, Gerry (he’s dead now and I miss him
a lot, but I don’t talk about him that much). I was a nurse for many years,
and that’s why Elizabeth was asking me. Sorry, Lve only just started writing
this diary. Ill get better at it, I promase.

“But what if she was helped?” replied Elizabeth. “Not by a doctor, but
anyone who could cover the wound and stop the blood?”

“Well, then she wouldn’t die at all,” I replied. Elizabeth nodded and said
she had sawd the same to Ibrahim, although I didn’t know Ibrakum at that
time. This was all a couple of months ago.

1 was glad to help Elizabeth and asked if there was any way I could
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look at the picture of the body. Elizabeth took out a photo, passed it to me
Jace-down, and smiled.

“Can 1 ask you one more question?” she said.

“Of course,” I replied.

Are you ever free on T hursdays?”

And that was when 1 first got invited to the Thursday Murder Club — and
decided to keep a diary about it. The club was Elizabeth, Ibrahim Arif, who
lwes in Wordsworth Court, and Ron Rutchie — yes, the famous Ron Ritchie
Jrom the trade unions. I found out that he lived in the village from a story
about him i the Coopers Chase newsletter, Cut to the Chase. Ron and fohn
Gray had found an ijured fox and nursed it back to health. They’d called it
Scargill after the famous trade union leader. As John had once been a vet, 1
suspected that he had done the nursing and Ron had just chosen the name.

move when they are too old or ill to live in the apartments. I s

moved there, it created a space, and I became the new Pen

there. The club was also go
But I must

ould like to have a gun and be catching

down for lunch at 11:45 in the morning

Station is sleepier than she 1s used to. Her last job was with the
Metropolitan Police in London, but she had to leave it. For a
moment, she wonders what her ex, Carl, is doing now — probably
trying to find a girlfriend on a dating app. But Donna does not
want to think about that.

Today, she has come to Coopers Chase Retirement Village,
a very pleasant group of apartments that sit in a large area of
woodland near Fairhaven in Kent. The village seems to have
everything — Donna has seen signs to an exercise room and
library, as well as the huge residents’ lounge where she gave her
talk. An old convent and its chapel sit in the centre of the
development; its west side includes a swimming pool, a sauna
and gym. Next to the convent is Willows, the village’s nursing
home. Above the buildings, the pensioners tell her, a path runs

through a tunnel of trees up a hill to the metal-gated cemetery,
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where the convent nuns sleep forever.

There are about 300 pensioners living here, and it is different
to what Donna had expected. Because as soon as she had started
her talk, a smartly-dressed woman in her eighties in the front
row stood up and said, “I'm Elizabeth. No window locks please,
and don’t tell us not to give our bank details to strangers over the
phone. We know all that.” And lots of heads nodded.

“Well, what shall we talk about then?”” asked Donna.

“I'd like to discuss police mistakes,” said a man with a West
Ham United tattoo on his neck. “When they arrest, or shoot,
the wrong people.”

“Sit down, Ron!” said the smart lady.

And so it went on, enjoyably, until the hour was finished and

they had thanked Donna warmly and invited her to lunchs So

here she is, eating a very tasty salad in what the menu ca

“modern upscale restaurant”. She notices the pe
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' Look at Bogdan’s speech on page 91 and 92, from I tell
Johnny. . .” to “I’'m glad to take it.”” Find the mistakes in
Bogdan’s English and correct them in your notebook. i i r of her happy days in East

_ inks title and a description of the things that

. Match the two parts of these sentences in your notebook.
Example: 1 —¢

i Penny Gray’s diary for the day she killed

1 Gordon Playfair a because she didn’t want him to get
Madeley’s boyfriend.

away with murder.
2 Elizabeth didn’t go | b to protect Penny.

to the funeral Essay questions
3 Penny killed ¢ moved to Coopers Chase.

Peter Mercer
4 John killed d of Matthew Mackie’s son to the

Ian Ventham gravestone.

1 How did the Thursday Murder Club help the police solve the
three murders? Could the police have solved the murders if the
Murder Club hadn’t helped them, do you think? (500 words)

2 Stephen and Joyce decide not to tell the police about Bogdan.

5 Joanna’s company |e because Penny kept the

bought Cooper’s her. ) - ] ]

Chase Why do they make this decision, do you think? Is it ever
6 Boedan added £ <o that it wou possible to kill for the right reasons? (500 words)

thegname cemet 3 Do you feel sorry for lan Ventham? Why/Why not? Give

reasons for your answers. (500 words)

4 “. .. not all the fights have been won,” Elizabeth says to
Donna. What is she saying about UK policing, do you think?
Do you have the same problems in your country? (500 words)

An answer key for all questions and exercises can be found at

www.penguinreaders.co.uk
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