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Arizona
The story you are going to read takes place in the state of Arizona, USA. 
About 7,300,000 people live there. Arizona is called “The Grand Canyon 
State” because this famous national park is there. Almost six million 
tourists from all over the world visit the Grand Canyon National Park every 
year. Arizona has several beautiful national parks: Antelope Canyon, Lake 
Powell and special forests called national forests. The weather in Arizona 
is warm and sunny, and it is quite hot in the southern part of the state. 

The city of Phoenix is the capital of Arizona, and it is also the largest city in 
the state. Other interesting cities are Tucson, Mesa, Yuma, Scottsdale and 

Flagstaff. Nearby American states are 
California, Nevada, Utah, Colorado and 
New Mexico. 

Arizona is the home of the great Navajo 
Nation with their 22 tribes 1 of American 
Indians. The Navajo Nation is the largest 
land area with American Indians.

The Spanish explorer Francisco de 
Coronado was the first European to 

1.  �tribe : (here) a group of people with the 
same language and history.

track 02
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explore this area between 1540 and 1542. In the 18th century Spanish 
explorers created several towns in Arizona. It became the 48th American 
state on February 14th, 1912. 

1 	 COMPREHENSION CHECK
Answer the following questions.

1	 How many people live in Arizona?
2	 Why is Arizona called “The Grand Canyon State”? 
3	 What city is the capital of Arizona?
4	 What is the Navajo Nation?
5	 Who was the first European to explore the Arizona area?
6	 When did Arizona become the 48th American state?

State flag: Navajo Nation flag:

State mammal: Ring-tailed cat

State bird: Cactus wren

State fish: Apache trout 

State flower: Saguaro blossom  

5
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Are the following sentences true (T) or false (F)?  
Correct the false ones.

		  T	 F
1	 The vocalist usually plays the rhythm guitar.	 	
2	 The only guitar with four strings is the bass guitar.	 	
3	 The lead guitar and the rhythm guitar create the beat. 	 	
4	 The drums kit has several instruments that the  

drummer plays.		  	

1 	 COMPREHENSION CHECK

What is a rock band?
A band that plays rock music is a rock band or a rock group. There are 
usually four musicians in a rock band. The singer, or vocalist, usually 
plays the lead guitar. Then there are the rhythm guitarist, the bass 
guitarist and the drummer.

The lead guitar and the rhythm guitar have six strings, but the bass 
guitar has only four strings. There are usually five drums and other 
percussion instruments in the drums kit. The drummer plays these.
The lead guitar and the rhythm guitar create the song, or the tune. 
The bass guitar and the drums create the 
beat. The bass guitar has a darker, deeper 
sound than the other two 
guitars. And it is present 
in most rock songs. Some 
rock bands use a piano 
or a keyboard. Rock 
musicians practice a lot 
to become really good!

7

Before youBefore you READREAD
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TicketsTickets
CHAPTER ONE  ﻿

TicketsTickets
t was a hot June afternoon in Phoenix, a beautiful 
city in Arizona. Emma Moore and her best friend 
Olivia Prentiss were walking home from the 
swimming pool. They are part of the Washington 
High School swimming team and they had 
swimming practice twice a week in the summer. 

The team was getting ready for a big swimming race at the end of July.
“Let’s hurry home and drink some iced tea in the garden,” said Emma.
“Great idea! It’s really hot today!” said Olivia, smiling. “Training 

today was hard!”
“You’re right, it was harder than usual. We really need to relax!”
Emma is a friendly girl of fifteen, with long brown hair and blue eyes. 

She lives with her parents, Ethan and Hannah. Her father is the owner 
of Ethan’s Music Store. It’s a popular store downtown that sells musical 
instruments for bands and orchestras. Ethan was a musician in a band 

II

8
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years ago. Her mother, Hannah, works at the music store. Their lovely 
home is next to Johnny’s Garden Center, so they can enjoy all the 
beautiful flowers and trees of the center. 

Emma wants to become a journalist and she writes articles for the 
school newspaper. She likes reading mystery stories. She often tries to 
solve the mystery before the end of the story. This summer she and 
Olivia have babysitting jobs, and they’re very happy about this.

Olivia is a popular African-American girl, and she is fifteen years old, 
too. She has short black hair and dark eyes. She and Emma often do 
their homework together and Olivia helps Emma with Math. Olivia is 
good at Math and wants to become an engineer.

Once they arrived at Emma’s house, they got some iced tea from the 
fridge and went to sit in the cool garden.

“Summer vacation 1 is great!” said Emma. “I want to buy some new 
summer clothes and new trainers.”

“Me, too!” said Olivia, smiling. “Let’s go shopping soon.”
“Good idea!” agreed Emma. “I saw some nice clothes at the Green 

Teens Shop yesterday. They were made with recycled 2 cotton.”
“Green Teens Shop is my favorite and it’s cheaper than other shops!” 

said Olivia. “Most of their clothes are made with recycled materials 
from sustainable sources. 3 It’s so important for our planet. Remember 
the three Rs of sustainability!”

“Reduce, Reuse, Recycle!” said Olivia and Emma together, laughing. 
“I’m so glad we have our babysitting jobs, so we can earn some 

money!” said Emma, happily.
Suddenly a handsome boy stood by the garden gate and said, “Hi 

girls! Can I come in? I just finished my bass guitar lesson.”
“Sure, Ryan! Come in!” said Emma and Olivia. 

1.	 vacation : the time of year when there is no school, usually in the summer.
2.	 recycled : something that was used in the past and then it becomes something new.
3.	 sustainable sources : when you use materials in the right way and respect Nature.

9
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CHAPTER 	one  ﻿

10

Ryan Young is a good friend of Emma and Olivia. He is sixteen and he 
goes to Washington High School, too. Ryan is tall and has light blond hair 
and brown eyes. He loves rock and plays the bass guitar in the high school 
rock band, The Rebels. The band meets three times a week to practice. 
Two weeks ago, he and two other members of the band were chosen to be 
in a Guitar Master Class 4 in Los Angeles. He was excited about this 
because he wanted to become a rock musician or even a rock star! 

“Here’s some iced tea!” said Emma, giving him a glass. “How was 
your bass lesson, Ryan?” 

“Not easy, but I certainly learned a lot,” answered Ryan. “You know, 
Roger Ericson is a great bass teacher. He bought tickets for the big 
concert on Saturday, and I have one, too! I’m going with Liam and Noah. 
Charlie’s Rocking Ravens is one of the best rock bands in the world.”

“We’re excited about the concert, too,” said Emma. “I hope dad brings 
the tickets this evening.”

At half past five Ethan Moore walked into the garden with a yellow 
envelope in his hand and said, “I got the tickets for all of us!” 

“Thanks so much, dad!” said Emma.
“Thank you, Mr. Moore,” said Olivia. “My parents love that band, but 

my mom’s a nurse and she has to work at the hospital on Saturday night. 
And my dad is a police captain, so he has to work at the concert to keep 
everyone safe.”

“Hannah and I are big fans of the band, too,” said Ethan. “They started 
almost 20 years ago, and they sold millions of CDs all over the world.”

“They got back from their world tour last month,” said Ryan. “Their 
new song Stop War! is a big hit everywhere!”

“We always listen to that song,” said Emma. 
“OK,” said Ethan, “we’ll all meet here on Saturday at 6 pm and I’ll drive 

you. If we get there early, we’ll find good seats at the Mesa Amphitheater!” 

4.	 Master Class : important group of lessons with an expert. 
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Understanding theUnderstanding the TEXTTEXT
1 		         COMPREHENSION CHECK

Read these sentences about Chapter One. Choose the correct 
answer—A, B or C. There is an example at the beginning (0).

0	 Emma’s father
	 A	 	 owned the Garden Center.
	 B	 	 owned a music store.
	 C	 	 owned a bike shop.

1	 Emma’s favorite sport was
	 A	 	 swimming.
	 B	 	 biking.
	 C	 	 volleyball.

2	 Ryan loved rock and played
	 A	 	 the bass guitar.
	 B	 	 the lead guitar.
	 C	 	 the rhythm guitar.

3	 Ryan’s Guitar Master Class was in
	 A	 	 Tucson.
	 B	 	 Los Angeles.
	 C	 	 Phoenix.

4	 Olivia’s father 
	 A	 	 was a doctor at the hospital.
	 B	 	 worked at the Garden Center.
	 C	 	 was a police captain.

5	 Roger Ericson was
	 A	 	 Ryan’s best friend.
	 B	 	 a member of Ryan’s rock band.
	 C	 	 Ryan’s bass guitar teacher. 

6	 Charlie’s Rocking Ravens band went on
	 A	 	 a tour of the United States.
	 B	 	 a tour of the world.
	 C	 	 a tour of Arizona.

A2 KEY

✔
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13

“GREEN TEENS SHOP IS MY FAVORITE AND IT’S CHEAPER THAN 
OTHER SHOPS!” SAID OLIVIA.

2 	 GRAMMAR: COMPARATIVES
Complete the sentences with the comparative of the given adjective.

1 	 Ryan was ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . than Emma. (old)
2 	 Emma was ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . than the other girls in her class. (tall)
3 	 The music lesson was ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . than the history 

lesson. (interesting)
4 	 Winters in Arizona are ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . than winters in New 

York. (warm)
5 	 The swimming pool was ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . than the public 

library. (far)
6 	 Olivia was ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . than the other girls on the 

swimming team. (friendly)
7 	 This year’s tickets were ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . than last year’s 

tickets. (expensive)

3 	 READING PICTURES
Look at the picture on page 11 and answer the following questions.

1 	 Where are Emma, Olivia and Ryan?
2 	 What are they doing?
3 	 What does Mr Moore have in his right hand?
4 	 What do you think he is saying?
5 	 What is the garden like?

We form comparative adjectives like this:

•	 with adjectives of one syllable, we add -er to the end of the adjective:
	 young – younger		  short – shorter
•	 with one-syllable adjectives ending in consonant-vowel-consonant,  

we double the final consonant:
	 hot – hotter		  big – bigger
•	 with adjectives of two syllables ending in -y, we remove the -y and add 

-ier:
	 healthy – healthier		  easy – easier
•	 with adjectives of two or more syllables, we use more before the 

adjective:
	 expensive – more expensive		  difficult – more difficult

BE CAREFUL!  Some adjectives have an irregular comparative form:
	 good – better bad – worse far – farther / further
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4 	 READING

Answer the following questions.

1	 What do Emma and Olivia want to buy?
2 	 What does sustainability mean?
3 	 Why is recycling important?
4 	 What are the three Rs of sustainability?
5 	 Do you and your family practice the three Rs of sustainability?  

Give some examples. 

REMEMBER
THE 3 Rs OF 
SUSTAINABILITY: 

REDUCE
REUSE 

RECYCLE 

Reduce waste.  
Reuse things.  

Recycle things that you 
don’t need anymore.

Remember, Planet Earth 
belongs to all of us — let’s 

look after it!

WHAT IS 
SUSTAINABILITY?
Emma and Olivia want to buy new summer 
clothes. And they decide to buy clothes 
made with recycled cotton that comes from 
sustainable sources. We often hear words 
like green economy, recyclable, eco-friendly. 
All these words are part of sustainability.
Sustainability means looking after our 
planet—the oceans, the rivers, the forests, 
the land and the air. These resources are 
very important for our future. We must use 
them carefully and we must not waste them.
For example, when companies cut down 
trees, they must always plant new ones. 
Trees give us a lot of the air that we 
breathe. We must also recycle everything 
we can, because recycling gives new life to 
something that we don’t need any more. 
We must recycle plastic, paper, clothes, 
glass and metals.
Today the word sustainability is 
used almost everywhere: on TV, 
on the social media, in the news 
and even at the supermarket! In 
supermarkets you can see these 
words on many things: “This 
product comes from sustainable 
sources”. Big companies everywhere 
understand the importance of 
sustainability.
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Before youBefore you READREAD
1 	 VOCABULARY

Match the words (1-10) with their meanings (A-J). Use a dictionary  
to help you if necessary.

1	 	 venue
2 	 	 policy
3 	 	 security people 
4 	 	 lawn
5 	 	 audience

6 	 	 to cheer
7 	 	 banner
8 	 	 to prove
9 	 	 cancelled

10 	 	 refunded

A 	 the event or trip can’t go on; it is stopped
B 	 a large grassy field
C 	 the place where an important event takes place
D 	 when money is given back
E 	 the people who go to an event or concert
F 	 to show that something is true or real
G 	 to shout happily and loudly
H 	 a long flag with words on it
I 	 they check to make things safe for everyone
J 	 a set of rules

2 	 LISTENING
Listen to Chapter Two and choose the correct answer–A, B or C.

1	 How long does it take from Phoenix to the Mesa Amphitheater?

A	 	� Forty minutes. B	 	� Thirty minutes.

C	 	� Twenty minutes.

2 	 What can you put in the clear plastic bag?

	 A	 	� Some food. 	 B	 	� A small umbrella.

	 C	 	� Personal things.

3 	 Where did Olivia and the Moore family sit?

	 A	 	� On the green lawn. 	 B	 	� On wooden chairs.

	 C	 	� On a big blanket.

4 	 Who was the first musician to run onto the stage?

	 A	 	� Charlie Konrad. 	 B	 	� Jake Johnson.
	 C	 	� Kevin Anderson.

track 04
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