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Mary Shelley

She was born Mary Wollstonecraft God

Godwin, a well-known political
and journalist. William Go
London was a centre re thowght
and radical ideas, n were

educated to thi Mary's mother,

famous. She died%enly eleven days after

Mary was born. Throughout ary was fascinated by the mother
she never knew.
In 1801, her father marr

didn’t get along wit

econd wife, Mary Jane Clairmont,
cause of this, Marywas sent to Scotland
to be educatedfift 81 returned to her London home in 1814. There,
she met P e Shelley, who was studying with her father. Percy
was a omantic era. He was twenty-one and Mary was
almg@st’seve “They fell in love, although Percy was already married.
8 father found out about their romance, he was very angry,
Percy soon left for Europe together. In February 1815, Mary
ga h to her first child, a daughter who lived for only a few days. Less
an a year later, her second child was born, a boy named William.

May of 1816, Mary and Percy went to Geneva to spend the summer
with Lord Byron, another major poet of the Romantic era. Mary was

eighteen. One night, Byron challenged his friends to write a ghost story.

Mary’s story became her first and most famous novel, Frankenstein. The
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novel was published in 1818 and became very successful. Mary’s name did
not appear on the book until its second edition in 1823, so most readers
thought that her husband had written it.

The summer of 1816 was followed by many personal tragedies. In Ogbeb
Mary’s half-sister, Fanny, who was Mary Wollstonecraft’s da r
another relationship, killed herself. A month later, Percy Sh

their second daughter, Clara, was bornin September,o

Clara lived for only a year, and in 1819, their so

some comfort. But less than three years la

Italy while sailing in a storm.

Atthe age of twenty-four, Ma wwith a small child. She returned

edited her husb, wrote non-fiction and several novels,
tion novel, The Last Man (1826). She was also
respected iting. In her early forties, she travelled around
Euro, nd his friends from university and wrote about the
exp ce inRambles in Germany and Italy (1844).

T rence married in 1848, Mary lived with the couple in Sussex
a n travelled with them. But her health was becoming worse, and on
st February, 1851, she died of a brain tumour. She was fifty-three.
ary Shelley is now remembered as a major figure of the Romantic era

and is one of the most famous and widely-read authors in the world.

1. allowance: an amount of money that someone receives regularly.
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Comprehension check
0 Read the sentences and answer (T) True or (F) False. Correct the
false sentences.

Both of Mary’s parents were famous.
Mary spent time in Scotland as a teenager.
Percy Shelley was one of her tutors in Scotla

Mary and Percy married in 1814.
When Frankenstein was published, Mar
Percy’s first wife killed herself after
Mary had three children in less t
At 24, Mary had lost three chil
and her husband.

9 Frankenstein was Mary,
10 Mary lived with hers ife during

the last years of Ir
Writing
9 Look fo t1 bout Mary Shelley’s novel The Last Man.

Write (o) Use these questions to help you.

0 NO U s, WDN =

y’s only novel.

L OO QOO0
[ OO OdOd

ere is the setting of the novel?

e
h ppens to the earth in the novel?
s the last man?
ow does the novel end?

5 Why is this novel relevant to us today?
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Before you read

Vocabulary

0 These words all appear in Chapter 1. Match the words (1-8) to the right
definition (a-h). Use a dictionary, if necessary.

1 | | fragment 5 [ | faint

2 | | astonishing 6 | | tendto
3 | | console 7 | | demon
4 [ | sailors 8 | |

a anevil, imaginary creature, similar to a d

b to fall unexpectedly because you feel we

¢ the people who work on a ship

d to try to make someone feel better if t

e to take care of someone or, thing

f something that you mus

g very surprising

h averysmall pie

©® Look at the ity 1 again. Using as many of these words
as you ca entences about what you think will happen
in Cha also use the names of the characters on page 7.

Co ers with the rest of the class.

e characters on page 7. Work with a partner and guess the
s to these questions. You can choose more than one character
for each question. Who will...

1 get married? 4 lose a family member?
2 gotoprison? 5 save someone’s life?
3 travel to the far north? 6 survive this story?
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4 CHAPTER ONE

ger on lhe ice

Petersburgh, December 11", 17 —

Fear not, ave begun the journey that you had such bad D:]-)))
terrible has happened to me yet. I am already
nd my dreams are becoming stronger and closer to

explore a part of the world where no man has walked.

e — just think of it! There, the sun is visible forever. There

e — I will not find ice and snow, only a quiet sea and a new

more beautiful and astonishing than anything on earth.

I do not fear danger or death. But I don’t have a single friend,
Margaret. If I am successful, there will be no one to share my joy, ' and

if I am disappointed, ® no one will console me. I know that I will find no

friend on the wide ocean, and probably none here in Russia.

1. joy:extreme happiness.

2.  disappointed : feeling bad because something that you hoped for didn’t happen.
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CHAPTER ONE

I will leave for Archangel in a few weeks, and there I will find a

ship and sailors. My plan is to sail north in June. When will I return?

Dear sister, how can I answer this question?

Your loving brother,
Rober

Au @ 3
Dear Margaret,
Over amonth has passed since the ship left Argha d wearemaking
th.

is frozen sea seemed

good progress, travelling further and furthe last Monday

Quly 31%), huge fields of ice stopped
to have no end. Then we saw something ve
dogs, and the driver had the shape of
atched him with our telescopes.
1y hundreds of miles from land.

us broke and our ship was free, and the

ge: it was a sledge, 3

going north. The sledge was p
a man, but his height was gi,
Where had he come fro
Before night, thesi
1 ey. In the morning, I found the sailors
elow us. It was a man on a sledge, and he was
nt of ice. Only one of his dogs was still alive. The
e other traveller; this was a man of normal size, and
uropean. The men were telling him to save himself and
ship.
efore I join you,” the stranger said, ‘will you please tell me your
ation?” He spoke to us in English, although he had a foreign accent.
You can imagine my surprise at this question. ‘If I were on that ice,
I would be desperate for a rescue,” I thought. I told him that we were

explorers, and our destination was the North Pole.

3. sledge: a vehicle for travelling over snow or ice, with long, narrow pieces of wood
or metal instead of wheels.

30,
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CHAPTER ONE

When the stranger heard this, he agreed to let us rescue him. His legs and
arms were nearly frozen, and he was very thin, and too weak to stand or say
more than a few words. When he tried to do more, he fainted. I took him t
my cabin and tended to him in his illness. I've never seen a more intergshi
man: his eyes have an expression of wildness, * almost of madn

anyone is kind to him, this changes to a sweet and gentle smil

answered, “To find someone who ran from me.”
‘And was this man also travelling on a sledge, I
“Then I think we have seen him.’
The stranger’s energy returned; he as ed quiestions about the
demon, as he called him.

d in health. I have begun to love him

sympathy. °

Our guest has gradually im

as a brother, and his sadness fi

August 13", 17 —
The stra recovered, and spends hours watching for
eSpoken to him of my plans for this journey.
eady to give up anything to succeed: my money,
life and the lives of everyone on this ship. I said that
red to me except knowledge and discovery.
oke, I saw tears in the stranger’s eyes. ‘Unhappy man!’ he
o0 you share my madness? Hear me, and learn from my tragedy.’
Then, over many days, he told me his story. I have recorded his
words. It is a strange and frightening tale, the story of the storm that
destroyed his life.

4.  wildness : being wild or out of control.
5. sympathy: caring about someone else’s problems or pain; imagining how they feel.




¢

The slranger on the ice 7
— )

VA |
[ am a man of Geneva, and my family is respected in that city.

My mother was a young woman when my father, who was at least
twenty years older, rescued her from poverty and then marri
her. They loved each other deeply and loved me even m

ore
their child; they had given me life and understood thej
care for me and bring me happiness.
My parents travelled around Europe during th s s

of their marriage. They often visited the cot e poor,
bringing gifts and money. When 1 was five ived in

%
poverty. That night, she smiled at id, T have a pretty

Italy. One day, my mother went alone to ily in extreme
it.

present for my Victor — tomorrow he

The next day, she presented me with a lovely little girl, about

my own age. Her name wa Lavenza, and she had hair of
bright gold, clear blue eges; so sweet that everyone who
saw her loved her. My ound her among the children of
the poor family. ther, a German, was dead, and her
father, who
had left h

but la

an from Milan, was in prison. Her father
ily at a time when they were fairly rich,
t everything. My mother had asked them to
giv r Elizabetit as a daughter, and they had agreed.

e ecame a sister to me, and more than that. In my
, I had taken my mother’s words very seriously. I saw

Eli h as mine — mine to protect and to love.
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The text and beyond

Comprehension check

0 FFWEINIYINTY:N For questions 1-5, choose the correct answer: a, b, ¢
ord.

1 Why does Robert Walton want to go north?
a | | Heisalone and is searching for his friends.
b | | Heis looking for Victor Frankenstein.
¢ | | He wants to see an unknown part of the world.

d | | Heis searching for his sister, Margare

t
?
war

b | | Amanisliving on a large pi \

2 What surprising thing do the sailors see
a | | Theice disappears and they can g

c | | The ship is making good progress.
d [ | Amanisdrivinga

across the frozen sea.

3 Why is the European e
a D He is an explo to go north.

gigantic man.

anger say about his childhood?

s spent most of his life near the North Pole.
arents were kind and loving.

His mother was older than his father.

His family lived in poverty.

Elizabeth Lavenza:

a | | grew up in Victor’s family as a daughter.
b | | wasborn to a poor Italian family.

c | | wasbrought to Italy by Victor’s mother.

d [ | was taken from a prison by a rich nobleman.
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Discussion

9 Discuss the questions with a partner. Then share your ideas with the
class.

1 Was the first chapter of Frankenstein different from what you

expecting? If so, how was it different?

2 What is your opinion of Robert Walton, the English e

xplo,
do you think he wants to explore the north?
3 Why do you think the stranger is so interested in t C ?
Why do you think he calls him a demon?
4 ‘Unhappy man! Do you share my madness?’ ords in
n ?

Chapter 1. What do you think the speake a

The story of the storm that destroyed his :m hors
e Robert is not talking about a real eans that the stranger’s
life was destroyed by events that w a storm: violent and

powerful. Metaphors are o used to show that two very different
things are similar in . Work in groups. Complete the
sentences with your qw . You can use more than one word.

ing: Robert and Margaret
e d Robert Walton'’s first letter to his sister on page 9 again. In the
first lines, he seems to react to something that Margaret has written
to him in another letter. What do you think she said? Why did she have
‘bad feelings’ about his project? Write Margaret’s letter to Robert.
Write 80-120 words.
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If  were on that ice, I would be desperate for a rescue.

When we are thinking about a situation in the present or in the future
which is unlikely or unreal, we use the 2" conditional:

if + past verb + would ('d)/would not (wouldn’t) + base form
(conditional verb).

In the title above, Robert is not on the ice, but he is thinking about
he would feel and act in that situation.

We can also reverse the order: would ('d)/would not (wouldn
base form (conditional verb) + if + past verb.

I wouldn’t marry you if you were the last person on

NOTE: it is correct to use were with I, he, she and i

Grammar: 2™ conditional
e Make 2" conditional sentences about

0 You are famous.
1f1 ... Wwere

1 The internet doesn’

We would ......... . ... If the internet ..ovvveveveecveeeccieeeees .

........................... to me, they would

................................................................. a huge
ur best friend lives on another planet.
best friend .....ccceceveeirininiinenne on another planet, he/she
Would oo .
You are at the North Pole.
Twould oo T e at the North

Pole.

6 You own your favourite football team.
T my favourite team, I would .......ccccvveviienecincnnnncnn .
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Before you read

Vocabulary
o Match the beginnings of the sentences (1-6) to the endings (a-
Use a dictionary, if necessary.

1 Many religions teach that if you are a good person, you
2 When your face loses its healthy colour, because of s
3 If you ask for something, very strongly or desper

4 An area where dead bodies are put undergro

5 Extreme sadness and a feeling of no hopej

6 When you can’t stop thinking about sg

a called despair

b you become pale

¢ go to heaven when you die

d begging

e obsessed with it, session

as many words from Activity 1 as you can. Use
k of your own. Write 80-100 words.

stay away from the cemetery at midnight, but...

at do you think will happen in Chapter 2? Choose from the list or
nk of your own ideas.

| Victor will leave his home in Geneva.

|| Elizabeth will fall in love with another man.

|| Elizabeth and Victor will lose someone they love.
| victor will discover a new obsession.

D A monster will attack Victor.

aua H W N =
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