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4

Agatha 
Christie

Dame 1 Agatha Christie is the best-selling 

novel writer of all time. In her long career, 

she wrote sixty-six crime novels and over 

a hundred and fifty short stories under her 

own name. She also wrote six more novels 

under the name Mary Westmacott. Agatha 

Christie’s books have sold more than two 

billion copies 2 in many different languages 

around the world. 

Agatha was born Agatha Mary Clarissa Miller on 15th September, 1890, 

in Torquay − a small town on the south-west coast of England. Agatha’s 

parents taught her at home, so she didn’t have any school friends. Her 

sister and brother were also much older than her, so she was often alone − 

reading books and inventing stories in her head. Sadly, Agatha’s father died 

when she was eleven years old. After that, her mother sent her to school, 

and she learnt to sing and play the piano well. Agatha began writing short 

stories when she was eighteen. She sent them to magazines and book 

companies, but at first nobody was interested in publishing 3 them. 

In 1912, Agatha met a military 4 pilot called Archibald Christie, or ‘Archie’ 

for short. They were married two years later, a few months after the start of 

	 1.	 Dame : the king or queen of the United Kingdom gives the title Dame of the 
British Empire to a woman who has done something important for Britain. 

	 2.	 copy : a thing that is made to be the same as something else, e.g. a book. 

	 3.	 publish : print something or put it online. 

	 4.	 military : this describes people who fight in the war, or things that people use in 
wars. 
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5

the First World War. While Archie was fighting in France, Agatha began to 

write a novel. She also worked in a military hospital in Torquay, where she 

learnt a lot about different medicines. This knowledge later inspired 5 some 

of the crimes in her stories. For example, in The Murder at the Vicarage, 6 

she writes about a dangerous medicine that doctors use to treat 7 burns.

In 1919, Agatha Christie’s daughter was born. A year later, she finally 

published her first novel, The Mysterious Affair at Styles. Its main character 

was a clever-but-kind Belgian detective called Hercule Poirot. Hercule 

Poirot was very popular with readers, and he went on to appear in many 

more Agatha Christie novels. 

By the mid 1920s, Agatha Christie had become a very successful author. 

Sadly, her mother died in 1926, and that same year her husband told her 

that he loved another woman. It was a terrible time for Agatha, and on 

	 5.	 inspire : give someone an idea. 

	 6.	 vicarage : a house for a vicar (priest), often near to a church.

	 7.	 treat : care for a person’s illness or injury.

Torquay, Devon
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3rd December she suddenly disappeared. People thought she might be 

dead, and the story of the police search for her appeared in newspapers 

around the world. Luckily, she was found alive and well eleven days later 

in Harrogate, northern England – over two hundred miles from home. 

However, she couldn’t remember exactly how she had got there or what 

had happened.

In 1930, Agatha Christie married archaeologist 8 Max Mallowan. Later, 

they travelled a lot for Max’s work – especially in the Middle East. These 

travels inspired some of her most famous novels, like Death on the Nile and 

Murder on the Orient Express. In 1930, Agatha Christie also published The 

Murder at the Vicarage. Although the story is told by a vicar and includes 

an archaeologist, its most important character is a clever old lady called 

Miss Marple. Kind, quiet Miss Marple lives in a small English village called 

St Mary Mead. She isn’t a detective, but she’s very clever and she notices 

everything that happens in her village. This helps her to solve 9 crimes. 

Miss Marple became a very popular character, and she appeared in eleven 

more Agatha Christie novels and many of her short stories. Together 

with Hercule Poirot, Miss Marple has become one of the most famous 

characters in English literature. 

Over the years, Agatha Christie received many awards 10 for her writing, 

and in 1971, Queen Elizabeth II made her Dame of the British Empire. She 

died on 12th January, 1976, at the age of 85, but her stories are still very 

popular around the world. Many of them have also become successful 

plays, television and radio programmes, comics and films.

	 8.	 archaeologist : a person who studies ancient buildings and objects.

	 9.	 solve : find the answer to a problem or mystery (e.g. who is responsible for a crime).

	 10.	 award : a prize which someone gets for being successful and important in some 
way.
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Comprehension check
1 	 Answer the questions.

1	 How many novels did Agatha Christie write?

2	 What is unusual about her early education?

3	 What sad event happened during her childhood?

4	 Where did she work during the First World War?  
Why was this important for her writing?

5	 Where did Agatha Christie travel with her second husband,  
and why?

2 	 The biography mentions two famous characters in Agatha Christie’s 
stories. Answer the questions. Write Poirot, Miss Marple or Both.

Which character:

1	 appeared in the first Agatha Christie novel?	 ….........…..………….

2	 lives in a small village?		  ….........…..………….

3 	 isn’t from Britain?		  ….........…..………….

4	 is intelligent and also kind?	 ….........…..………….

5	 isn’t a professional detective?	   ….........…..………….

3 	 Write one or two important events from Agatha Christie’s life for 
each year.

1	 1912:	 ....................................................................................................

2	 1919:	 ....................................................................................................

3	 1926:	....................................................................................................

4	 1930:	....................................................................................................

5	 1971:	 ....................................................................................................
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ChARACTERS

From left to right:  
(Standing) Griselda Clement, Len Clement, Colonel Melchett, Inspector Slack 

(Sitting) Dennis Clement, Mr Hawes, Dr Haydock
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9

From left to right:  
(Standing) Lawrence Redding, Lettice Protheroe, Anne Protheroe

(Sitting) Miss Marple, Colonel Lucius Protheroe
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Before you read 

Vocabulary
1 	 These words all appear in Chapter 1. Match the words (1-10) to the 

right definition (a-j). Use a dictionary, if necessary.

1	 	 church warden

2 	 	 colonel 

3 	 	 shed

4 	 	 gossip

5 	 	 portrait

6 	 	 maid

7 	 	 inn

8 	 	 burial mound

9 	 	 collection

10 	 	 cottage

a	 this person is paid to clean and cook in someone’s house

b	 a small country house, which is usually made of stone

c	 a painting usually of someone’s face

d	 a hill which ancient people made to bury someone who had died

e	 an important soldier in the army

f	 the money that people give to a church

g	 a small wooden building in a garden, often for keeping things in

h	 a building where people can pay to stay the night or eat and drink

i	 a conversation about someone that is often unkind or untrue

j	 a person who looks after a church and its money

Prediction
2 	 Look at the cover of this book and the contents page, then choose 

three or four events that you think will happen in the story. 

1	 	 A dead man is found in the vicar’s house.

2	 	 The vicar is arrested for murder.

3	 	 Some silver is stolen.

4	 	 The police find a gun in a strange place.

5	 	 A killer tries to kill again.

6	 	 An old lady solves the crime.

ACTIVITIES
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CHAPTER ONE

Village gossip
don’t know where to begin my story, but 

perhaps I should start with lunch at the vicarage 

on the day before the murder. That Wednesday 

morning, I had had an annoying conversation 

with our church warden, Colonel Protheroe. 

The badly-cooked lunch probably didn’t help my mood either, and 

I suddenly said – more to myself than anyone else – the world 

would be a better place if someone murdered Colonel Protheroe.

‘We’ll remember you said that when they find his body in a pool 

of blood!’ my young nephew Dennis joked. ‘Mary will give evidence 1 

against you, won’t you, Mary?’

Mary is our maid, but she knows little about manners 2 and 

	 1.	 evidence : facts and objects that give someone a reason to believe something is true.

	 2.	 manners : polite ways of behaving towards other people.

track 02
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CHAPTER one

even less about cooking! She put a plate of unpleasant-looking 

vegetables on the table with a loud ‘bang’, 3 then she left the room 

without replying. 

My wife, Griselda, smiled. ‘Mary’s food is terrible, isn’t it? But 

I’d rather eat nasty food than have to cook myself.’ Griselda is 

nearly twenty years younger than me. She’s confident, funny and 

very pretty, but not very good at playing the part of a vicar’s wife. 

She never takes  anything seriously 4 – even marriage. In fact, she 

married me the day after we met!

‘The colonel’s so mean,’ Griselda said. ‘I’m not surprised his 

first wife left him.’ 

‘That’s not very kind,’ I replied a little sharply. 5

‘Has Protheroe argued with Hawes again?’ Griselda asked. 

Hawes was our new church curate: 6 a nervous little man who 

prayed all the time. The colonel thought he was ‘too zealous’, 7 and 

I had to agree with him.

‘No, it wasn’t Hawes this time,’ I explained. ‘Mrs Price Ridley 

gave money to the church collection, but we can’t find it in the 

accounts. 8 Protheroe is coming to the vicarage tomorrow evening 

to check them again. I’m sure we’ll find the money, but the colonel 

was so rude about it.’

‘That’s just the way he is,’ Griselda replied. ‘From what I hear, 

he doesn’t even get on well with his daughter.’

Mary came in with some half-cooked rice pudding, 9 so I changed 

	 3.	 bang : a loud noise.

	 4.	 take something seriously : be serious about it.

	 5.	 sharply : (here) quickly and in a strong or angry way.

	 6.	 curate : a junior vicar (priest) who is still training.

	 7.	 zealous : a person who is very serious about his/her religion.

	 8.	 accounts : records of money that is spent and paid.

	 9.	 pudding : a sweet dish at the end of a meal.
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CHAPTER one

the subject. 10 ‘What are you both doing this afternoon?’

Dennis smiled happily. ‘I’m playing tennis with Lettice 

Protheroe.’

‘I’m having tea here with some old ladies from the village,’ 

Griselda laughed. ‘Tea and gossip! Mrs Price Ridley, Miss Wetherby 

and Miss Hartnell are coming … and that terrible Miss Marple!’

‘I quite like Miss Marple,’ I said. ‘At least she has a good sense 

of humour.’ 11

‘Yes, but she’s very nosy. 12 And she thinks people do things for 

the worst possible reasons.’

‘She’s often right,’ I thought to myself. At my age, you realise 

that few people are as innocent 13 as they seem.

‘I wonder who we’ll gossip about this time,’ Griselda said. 

‘Perhaps Mrs Lestrange. Nobody knows anything about her. She’s 

a real mystery … like a character in a crime novel.’

‘You read too many detective stories,’ I replied.

‘You read them too, Len. Anyway, we need a little gossip, don’t 

we?’ She turned to me and smiled sweetly. ‘Perhaps I’ll have an 

affair 14 with our good-looking artist, Lawrence Redding. That’ll 

give the old ladies something to talk about!’ Griselda was joking, 

of course, but sometimes her jokes made me feel uncomfortable. 

That afternoon, I was working in the study when Colonel 

Protheroe’s sixteen-year-old daughter, Lettice, arrived. She’s an 

attractive young lady with long, blonde hair and she wears very 

	 10.	 change the subject : (here) start talking about something different.

	 11.	 sense of humour : the ability to laugh at things and make jokes.

	 12.	 nosy : too curious about other people’s lives and what they do.

	 13.	 innocent : not guilty of doing something bad.

	 14.	 affair : (here) a secret romantic relationship.
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Village gossip

fashionable clothes. Lettice opened the French windows 15 that 

look out onto our garden and came straight in without knocking. 

She never uses the front door because there’s a path through the 

woods from Old Hall, where she lives, straight to the vicarage 

garden. 

Lettice was taking off her yellow beret 16 when she suddenly 

noticed me. ‘Oh, it’s you. I was looking for Dennis.’

‘He’s probably gone to Old Hall to find you. You arranged to 

play tennis this afternoon.’

‘Never mind! 17 We can do that tomorrow,’ she said as she 

dropped into an armchair and began playing with her hair. She 

didn’t seem at all worried about forgetting her appointment with 

Dennis. ‘Where’s Griselda?’ she asked.

‘I imagine she’s in our garden shed,’ I replied. ‘Lawrence is using 

it as a studio. He’s painting her portrait there.’

‘Father says Lawrence can’t come to Old Hall again,’ Lettice said, 

‘just because he wanted to paint me in my swimming costume. 

Perhaps he can paint me in your shed.’

‘Not if your father says “no”.’

‘What’s wrong with painting someone in a swimming costume?’ 

Lettice had an angry look in her eyes. ‘Father’s so mean! I’m not 

surprised my mother left him. Do you know I thought she was 

dead for years? That’s what Father told me. Sometimes I wish he 

would die.’ 

‘You must not say things like that, Lettice,’ I said.

‘Then he shouldn’t be so horrible to me. I don’t like my 

	 15.	 French windows : a pair of glass doors in a house.

	 16.	 beret : a round, flat, soft hat.

	 17.	 Never mind : this expression means that something is alright, OK or not important.
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CHAPTER one

stepmother, 18 Anne, and she doesn’t like me. But I wouldn’t blame 

her if she left him, or had an affair with someone. She’s much 

younger than him.’

The clock in my study is fifteen minutes fast, so after Lettice 

left, I worked until it said quarter to five. That meant it was really 

four thirty – time to go and join Griselda’s tea party. When I 

walked into the living room, Miss Wetherby was gossiping about 

Dr Stone, the archaeologist. 

‘He’s staying at The Blue Boar Inn with his secretary, Miss 

Cram,’ she said. ‘Neither of them is married, and their rooms are 

on the same floor!’

Mrs Price Ridley smiled. ‘That’s terrible!’ 

‘She probably wants to marry him,’ Miss Hartnell laughed. ‘It’s 

quite awful – he’s much older than her!’ Miss Hartnell was rarely 

polite!

‘Who would marry that boring, bald old man?’ Griselda asked. 

‘Anyway, perhaps she just likes working with him.’ 

‘You are so innocent, my dear,’ Miss Marple said quietly. She 

was a clever, little old lady with white hair who spoke softly 

and wore smart but old-fashioned clothes. ‘I hear he has a lot of 

money,’ she added. ‘By the way, he had a terrible argument with 

Colonel Protheroe yesterday.’

Miss Marple sees everything because she’s always in her 

garden. Gardening 19 is a good way to observe things that happen 

in the village, and looking at birds through powerful glasses can 

also be useful too.

‘Dr Stone ought to be careful then,’ Griselda said. ‘The ancient 

	 18.	 stepmother : the wife of a person’s father, who is not his/her mother.

	 19.	 gardening : the activity of looking after plants in a garden.
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Village gossip

burial mound that he is studying is on the colonel’s land. Without 

Protheroe’s permission, he can’t dig there.’

Someone soon changed the subject to Lawrence Redding.

‘I hear he wants to paint Lettice in a swimming costume!’ 

‘Oh, Lawrence is painting me in my swimming costume too,’ 

Griselda joked. Suddenly there was silence in the room.

‘Please don’t make jokes like that,’ I told Griselda after the 

ladies left. ‘People will believe it and gossip about you.’

It was soon time for the Wednesday evening church service. 20 

As usual, only a few people were there. However, Mrs Lestrange 

waited for me in church afterwards, so I walked her home. We 

chatted about church history and art. She was a polite, intelligent, 

middle-aged woman who had clearly travelled and read a lot. I 

wondered what she was doing in a little village like St Mary Mead. 

When we reached her cottage, I felt that she wanted to tell me 

something, then the moment passed. 

After I walked back to the vicarage, I decided to visit Lawrence’s 

studio to see Griselda’s portrait. There were no lights on inside, so 

I opened the door and walked straight in. I had a terrible shock!

	 20.	 church service : when people meet in a church to sing, pray, etc.

R&T3_Murder at the Vicarage_bz06.indd   17R&T3_Murder at the Vicarage_bz06.indd   17 26/11/24   12:1826/11/24   12:18

VIC
ENS V

IV
ES

VICENS VIVES- EJEMPLAR DE MUESTRA-PROHIBIDA SU COMERCIALIZACIÓN



18

The text and beyond

Comprehension check 
1 	 Complete the sentences with the names of characters from Chapter 1.

1 	 ....................................... is much younger than her husband, and 
always jokes about things.

2 	 ....................................... has a job at the church, but doesn’t get on 
well with the new church curate.

3 	 ....................................... gave some money to the church collection.

4 	 ....................................... is the vicar’s young nephew.

5 	 ....................................... knows everything that goes on in the village.

6 	 ....................................... is using the vicar’s garden shed as a studio.

7 	 ....................................... is working for Dr Stone.

8 	 ....................................... waited in church for the vicar.

2 	 Choose the correct answer, a or b. 

1 	 Why is Colonel Protheroe coming to the vicarage tomorrow?

a	 	 To complain about Hawes.

b 	 	 To check the church accounts.

2 	 Why is Colonel Protheroe angry with Lawrence Redding?

a	 	 Because of how he wants to paint Lettice. 

b	 	 He’s too friendly with Lettice.

3 	 What did Lettice forget?

a	 	 Her beret.

b	 	 Her match with Dennis.

4 	 What is true about the clock in the vicar’s study?

a	 	 It doesn’t tell the correct time.

b	 	 It doesn’t work.

5 	 What is Dr Stone doing in the village?

a	 	 He’s working for Colonel Protheroe.

b	 	 He’s studying something on the colonel’s land.

ACTIVITIES
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ACTIVITIES

Discussion
3 	 Discuss the questions with a partner. Then share your ideas with the 

class.

1 	 Do you think the vicar really wants Colonel Protheroe to die? 
Why?/Why not?

2 	 Why does Lettice say she ‘wouldn’t blame’ her stepmother if she 
left her father or had an affair?

3 	 Are the old ladies being fair when they gossip about Miss Cram? 
Why?/Why not?

4 	 Why do you think Mrs Lestrange waited for the vicar after the 
evening service?

Mary will give evidence against you, won’t you, Mary?

We can add two-word endings or ‘tags’ to simple statements in order 
to change them into questions. Question tags are used in speaking and 
informal writing to confirm information that we are unsure of, or to 
invite the other person to agree with us. 

We add negative question tags to positive statements, and positive 
question tags to negative statements.

Positive statement +  
negative question tag

Negative statement +  
positive question tag

Mary’s food is terrible, isn’t it? Colonel Protheroe isn’t nice, is he?

We need a little gossip, don’t we? I don’t have to come, do I?

Miss Marple saw you, didn’t she? Lettice wasn’t here, was she?

Hawes will arrive soon, won’t he? You won’t be late, will you?

Lawrence can paint, can’t he? Slack can’t hear us, can he?

Len has gone home, hasn’t he? You haven’t seen Mary, have you? 

We’re going to have tea later, 
aren’t we?

Anne and Lawrence aren’t 
watching us, are they?
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Grammar: question tags
4 	 Complete the sentences with suitable question tags.

  1 	 Lawrence isn’t really going to paint Griselda in a swimming 
costume, …………….. ?

  2 	You’ll find the missing money from the church collection, 
……………………. ?

  3 	Mary can’t cook very well, ……………………. ?

  4 	Colonel Protheroe wants to come to the vicarage tomorrow, 
……………………. ?

  5 	Lawrence is using this place as a studio, ……………………. ?

  6 	Dr Stone hasn’t finished working at the barrow yet, …………………. ?

  7 	The old women in this village gossip all the time, ……………………. ?

  8 	You don’t like the colonel very much, ……………………. ?

  9 	Protheroe’s first wife left him years ago, ……………………. ?

10 	You’ve been in the study all afternoon, ……………………. ?

Writing: message
5 	 B1 PRELIMINARY   Read this message from a friend, and the notes that 

you have made. Then write a reply using all the notes. Write about 100 
words. 

ACTIVITIES

Hi Sam!

I’m staying with my aunt in St Mary Mead next 
weekend. Would you like to come and see us? 
You can get the train to Much Benham, which is 
only three miles from our place. 

Do you like walking – we can walk to Old Hall. 
We can also have a picnic there.

Anyway, I hope you can come. 

Ben

Can Ben’s parents meet you at the station?

Good idea. Offer to bring some food.

Yes!

How far?
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ACTIVITIES

Before you read 

Vocabulary
1 	 These words all appear in Chapter 2. Match the words (1-10) to the 

right definition (a-j). Use a dictionary, if necessary.

1	 	 whisper

2	 	 performance 

3	 	 burglary

4	 	 pretend

5	 	 pistol

6 	 	 court

7	 	 trial

8 	 	 beg

9 	 	 magistrate

10	 	 threaten

a	 a small gun

b	 to strongly ask someone to do something for you

c	 a place where people decide if a person is guilty of a crime

d 	 to say that you will hurt or kill someone if he/she doesn’t do what 
you want

e 	 to speak very quietly, so that only a person close to you can hear

f 	 when someone enters another person’s house and takes things 
without asking

g 	 this person works in a local court and decides what happens to 
criminals

h 	 an event such as a concert, dance, comedy show or play

i 	 when people hear information about a crime and have to decide if 
someone is guilty or not

j 	 to behave as if something is true when you know that it isn’t

Prediction
2 	 Why do you think the vicar is ‘shocked’ when he opens the studio door? 

Complete the sentence with a, b or c.

He is shocked because:

a	 	 he sees Lawrence’s picture of his wife in a swimming costume.

b	 	 there is a dead body in the studio.

c	 	 Lawrence is with a woman, and they are kissing.
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