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Frances Hodgson Burnett

Frances Hodgson Burnett (1849-1924) was born in Manchester,
England. When she was sixteen years old, she and her family moved
to Knoxville, Tennessee, USA. She wrote a lot of very popular books
for children. Her most famous novel, Little Lord Fauntleroy (1886),
started a fashion in velvet suits ! for small boys!

The Secret Garden (1911) describes how two sad, lonely children find
happiness by looking after an abandoned garden. This very popular
story was filmed twice, in 1949 and 1993.

1. velvet suits : jackets and trousers made of a soft smooth material.
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CHAPTER ONE

A Spoilt' Little Girl

ary Lennox was spoilt, rude and had @&
a bad temper. 2 Because she was
often ill she was thin and had a sad

face. She complained ? a lot. No one

liked her at all.

This was not really Mary’s fault. She lived in India with her
mother and father, but she did not see her parents very often.
Mary’s father was busy with his work and her mother was a very
beautiful woman who loved parties and was not interested in her
small daughter. She left Mary in the care of an Indian nanny, #
called an ayah. Her ayah allowed Mary to do anything she wanted
because she didn’t want Mary to cry and make her mother angry.

So Mary soon became a spoilt and unpleasant young girl.

1. spoilt : unpleasant because she got everything she wanted or asked
for.

2. had a bad temper : became angry quickly.

w

complained : said she wasn’t satisfied or happy.

4. nanny : woman paid to look after children.
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The Secret Garden

When Mary was nine years old she woke up one hot morning
and felt that there was something wrong. She heard strange
cries and shouts and the sound of feet outside her door, but no
one came to see her. She went back to sleep.

Later, when Mary woke up again, the house was silent. She
heard nothing. Mary was angry because no one came to bring her
food or to dress her. Suddenly her door opened and two
Englishmen came in. Mary looked at them angrily.

‘Why has everyone forgotten me?’ she asked. ‘Where’s my
ayah? Where is everyone?’

‘Poor little girl, said one of the men. ‘There’s nobody here!

That is how Mary discovered that her mother and father were
dead and that the servants were dead, too, because of a terrible
disease. That was why the house was so silent. Mary Lennox was
completely alone.

There was no one in India to look after Mary, so she was sent
to England to live with her uncle, Mr Craven, who lived in a big
house in Yorkshire! called Misselthwaite Manor.

Mrs Medlock, her uncle’s housekeeper, 2 met Mary in London.
As soon as she saw her, Mary didn’t like Mrs Medlock. But this
was nothing new, because Mary didn’t like anyone.

Mrs Medlock didn’t like Mary. She thought that the little girl
was bad-tempered, rude and plain® — and she was right.

During the long train journey to Yorkshire, Mrs Medlock told
Mary about the house where she was going to live. It seemed

very large and gloomy, * and it was on the edge of a moor. ?

Yorkshire : a region in the north of England.
housekeeper : the most important woman servant in a rich house.
plain : not pretty.

gloomy : dark and depressing.

0NN

moor : a large area of wild, open land.
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Go back to the text

I*I' c Comprehension check

For each question, mark the letter next to the correct answer — A, B,
CorD.

| ] Mrs Medlock

|| her ayah
|| her mother

| | noone

|| herayah
|| her mother

D her father

| ] noone

|| Yorkshire
| ] London

|| india

|| Devonshire

1 Who liked Mary Lennox?

g0 w x>

2 Who looked after Mary?

U0 w x>

3 Where did Mary’s uncle live?

o0 w x>

| ] Mr Medlock

D Mr Craven

D Mr Lennox

|| Mr Misselthwaite

4 What was the name
of Mary’s uncle?

g0 w x>

5 Who was Mrs Medlock? D Mary’s new nanny
|| Mary’s aunt
| | Mary’s teacher

|_] Mr craven’s housekeeper

U0 w >

6 What happened to Mr Craven A [ | He went to live on
after his wife died? the moor.
B D He became even stranger
than when he was a
young man.
| ] He got a crooked back.
D He became rich.

o 0
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© What do you think?
Would you like Mary to be your friend? Why/why not? Do you think
that Mary was happy to go to Misselthwaite Manor?

e Adjectives
Match the adjectives in column A with their opposites in column B.

A B

mean young
rich bad

plain stupid
clever sad
hard-working poor
good pretty
old lazy
happy generous

e Describing people
People thought that Mary was ‘spoilt, rude and had a bad temper’.
Complete these sentences. Add the names of famous people, or of
people you know.

3 is kind, generous and friendly.

2 e is young, pretty and rich.

1 J is strong, handsome and brave.
I is intelligent, hard-working and successful.
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