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William Shakespeare

William Shakespeare was born in the Warwickshire market town of Stratford-
upon-Avon in 1564. Although the exact date of his birth is not known for certain,
his birthday is traditionally celebrated on the 23 April, which is also known to be
the date of his death.

William was one of eight children and the oldest so n. His father, John Shakespeare,
was a successful businessman and an important membe of the community. In
1568 he became a chief magistrate B an official siffar to a judge who works in local
courts. WilliamOs mother, Mary Arden, was a wealthy farmerOs daughter. William
probably attended King Edward VI School, the local grammar school, but we cannot
be completely sure of this because the school recals have not survived. In those
days pupils at grammar schools studied plays in Latin and sometimes performed
them too. After leaving school at the age of fourteen, they often went to university if
their family could afford it. There is no evidence, however, that William did.
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Little is known about ShakespeareOs
early life. Records show that, a few
years after leaving school, he married
a local girl called Anne Hathaway in
November 1582. He was eighteen and
Anne was twenty-six. Just six months
later, on 26 May 1583 their first child,
Susanna, was born. Three years after
that in 1585 Anne had twins: a boy
Hamnet, who died aged 11, and a girl
Judith.
The seven years of ShakespeareOs life
after the birth of the twins are known
as OThe Lost YearsO because there are
no records of what he was doing.
Some people think that he spent
the time travelling around England

. : Henry Wriothesley (1573-1624) in
or even to foreign countries. Other a portrait of about 1600.
people have suggested that he worked
as a teacher in the north of England, but there is no evidence to support this.
Although these years of ShakespeareQOs life are a mystery, we know that by 1592
he was living and working in London. He had managed to establish himself as an
actor and playwright, and had already written The Two Gentlemen of VergriBhe
Taming of the ShreyHenry VI Parts I, Il & lll, and Titus Andronicus
When the theatres were closed in 1593 because of the plagué,Shakespeare wrote
poetry instead of plays. He chose Henry Wriothesley, Third Earl of Southampton,
a rich young courtier ' and a favourite of Queen Elizabeth, as his patron® and
dedicated two long narrative poems, Venus and Adonisand The Rape of Lucrece®
him. He probably started to write the sonnets about this time as well, although they
were not published until 1609.

1. plague: disease that spreads quickly and usually ended in death in the past.
2. courtier : someone at the court of a king or queen.

3. patron : someone who supports the work of artists, writers, musicians etc. especially by giving
them money.
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Id King Hamlet of Denmark was dead. His death had been Dj))
sudden and unexpected, so his son, Prince Hamlet, had not been
with him. He was at university in Wittenberg when i t happened.
As soon as he received the news, he hurried back to be with his
. mother, Queen Gertrude. Hamlet had loved and respec ted his
father very much and he was deeply upset. However, he was only allowed a
little time to mourn * his father. Less than two months after King Hamlet Os
death, Gertrude remarried. The new king was called Claudius and he was the
old kingOs brother and HamletOs uncle.

Hamlet was shocked by his motherOs decision. How caild she marry again
so soon? It wasnOt right. It was an insult to the memory of his father. Even
worse, she had married his uncle Claudius! Hamlet didnOt approve of that at all!
He refused to join in the wedding celebrations and continued to dress in black
to show that he, at least, was still in mourning. A s the days passed he became
more and more silent and withdrawn. 2 On the day of the kingOs first official
meeting with the members of his court in the Great Hall, he stood in a corner
by himself. He had no interest at all in listening to Claudius.

1. mourn : feel very sad because someone has died.
2. withdrawn : very quiet and preferring not to talk to other people.
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CHAPTERONE

When the huge doors were finally closed, Claudius stood up and began his
speech.

OMy brother was a good king,0 he said. OWe all migm. But life goes on and
we canOt mourn him forever.O He turned to the queerwith a smile and continued.

Ol decided to marry Gertrude because | know itOs wht you all wanted.O

There was a short pause before everyone clapped politely.

OThank you,0 the king said. ONow, letOs get dowbtsiness. The Norwegians
are still causing trouble. Young Prince Fortinbras keeps threatening to attack
Denmark if we donOt give him back the land that my dead brother took from
his father. Well, the threats of that young man don Ot frighten me! IOve written
a letter to his uncle, the king of Norway, demandin g that he puts a stop to his
nephewQOs plans for once and for all. Cornelius andVoltemand! IOm giving you
two the job of delivering it. Here it is. You can leave immediately!O

The two courtiers went up to the king, took the let ter and hurried away.

ONow, Laertes,O Claudius went on. Ol believe yowkaa favour to ask. Is that
right?0

Laertes was the son of Polonius, the Lord Chamberlain. 3

OYes, my lord,O replied the young man. O1Od likeréturn to France to
continue my education. My father ordered me to come back to Denmark for
your coronation. | have done my duty, so now IOm asking for your permission
to leave.O

OWhat does your father say?0 said Claudius turningo his Lord Chamberlain.
OPolonius! Will you let him go?0

OHeOs asked me so many times, my lord, that in the end | have agreed.O

Oln that case, you may go, Laertes. Now, whereOs Halet? | have something
to say to him.O Dj

O10Om here, sir.O [ _end |

OHamlet! Still looking miserable!® Claudius said,ather impatiently. OYou
canOt spend your whole life mourning, you know. Everyone has to die sooner
or later.O

OClaudius is right, Hamlet,0 said Gertrude. Olt@sé to take off those black
clothes.O

OAnd as for going back to Wittenberg, | donOt thinkitOs a good idea,0 said
Claudius. OBoth | and your mother want you to stay here, donOt we, Gertrude?0

3. Lord Chamberlain : official in charge of the royal household.
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OYes, Hamlet. Please say youOll stay.O

OlIf you ask me to, mother, then | must obey you,O replied Hamlet.

OGood! ThatOs decided, then,0 said Claudius. OBssits finished for today.
Come on, Gertrude.O

The king and queen, followed by all the courtiers, left the Great Hall and
Hamlet was left alone with his thoughts.

O10d prefer to be dead!O he cried. OLife has no mieg any more. | canOt
believe it! My fatherOs only been dead for two mont hs and my motherOs already
married again! Oh, women are so weak! Even an animal would have mourned
for longer. And sheOs married Claudius! A man who $ the exact opposite of my
father! How could she? 1tOs sure to end badly.O

Just at that moment, the door opened and Horatio, h is old friend from
university, came in. There were two castle guards w ith him.

OHoratio!O Hamlet exclaimed, a smile brightening s face for once. OHow
good to see you! But why arenOt you in Wittenberg?0

Ol wanted to come to your fatherOs funeral, Hamlet.O

OMy motherOs wedding, you mean,O replied Hamlet bitterly.

OltOs true. There wasnOt much time between them.O

OThey were so close together that we ate the leftovers * from the funeral at
the wedding banquet!O

OYour father was a great king,0O said Horatio.

OHe was a perfect human being,O said Hamlet, sinking back into melancholy:
O10Il never know a man like him again.®

OHamlet, | have to tell you something,O said Horath very seriously. Ol think |
saw him last night.0

OWho? My father?0

HamletOs melancholic expression quickly turned to one of shock, then
suspicion.

Ols this a joke, Horatio? My fatherOs dead.0

OcCalm down and 10l explain everything.O

Horatio took hold of his friendOs arm and, as they walked around the Great
Hall, he told him what had happened.

OThose two guards over there told me they had seena ghost while they were

4. leftovers : food remaining at the end of a meal.
5. melancholy : sadness.
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CHAPTERONE

keeping watch. They begged me to come and see it for myself. | didnOt believe
them at first, but | went. And | saw it too! It was your father, Hamlet. He was
wearing his armour and helmet. | asked him if he wa nted to give me a message,
but he didnOt say anything. I0m sure heQll speak you, though.O

Hamlet had turned very pale and was trembling with fear.

O10Il keep watch with you tonight,O he said makirggreat effort to overcome
his emotion. OMaybe the ghost will come back. If it does, 10Il speak to it.O

That night Hamlet and Horatio joined the guards on the battlements.

OThis is when it usually appears,O said Horatio quietly.

The castle clock was striking twelve when they saw a pale glow ¢ in the
darkness. It was moving silently towards them. It w as the ghost! As it got
nearer, Hamlet recognised his fatherOs helmet. He was terrified.

OFather?0 he managed to say. Ols that you? What do you want?O

The ghost beckoned’ to him.

OHe wants you to follow him, Hamlet,® whispered Horatio.

ODonOt go, sir!O one of the guards said. OltOs too dangerous!O

Ol must go. 1tOs my father and he wants to say somthing to me,O replied
Hamlet following the ghost into the darkness.

When they were alone together the ghost spoke.

Ol am your fatherOs ghost,O it said. OBut | wilffsuand will not be able to rest
in peace until the wrongs done to me are put right.O

OWrongs? What do you mean?0

OlIf you love me, Hamlet... O

OOf course | do. With all my heart!O

O... then you must avengé my murder!O

HamletOs blood froze.

OThey told you a poisonous snake bit me, but it isrOt true, O the ghost went on.
OThe snake was my own brother, who was in love with the queen and wanted to
have her and my kingdom. While | was sleeping in th e garden, he poured poison
in my ear and killed me. | was murdered without a ¢ hance to say goodbye to
you. Avenge my death, Hamlet! The sun will rise soon and | must go now.
Goodbye! Goodbye! Remember me!O

6. glow : soft light.
7. beckoned : made a sign for someone to come nearer.
8. avenge: punish a person responsible for something bad done to you.
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The text and beyond

@ Comprehension check
Match the beginnings of the sentences (1-6) to the endings (A-F).

Two months after old King Hamlet died
Claudius gave his permission for
Hamlet couldnOt understand why
Horatio saw the old kingOs ghost but
Hamlet was afraid when

His fatherOs ghost told Hamlet that

HiEnn.

o 01~ WN R

his mother had married again so soon.
he had been poisoned by his brother.
his wife married his brother Claudius.
it didnOt say anything to him.

Laertes to return to France.

MmO m >

the ghost told him to avenge his murder.

@ Reference
Who, what or when do the underlined words refer to? Write the answers in the
spaces (1-6) below the sentences.

Claudius: OWe all miss him.O

Claudius: OWill you let him go?0

Horatio: OThere wasnOt much time between then©
Hamlet: e was a perfect human being.0

Horatio: OThis is when it usually appears.O

®» 01 A W DN P

Ghost: OWhile | was sleeping in the garden, he poured poison in my ear and killed
me.O

@ characters
Work with a partner. Decide together which adjective in the list best describes the
character. Choose one word only.

1 Hamlet: arrogant ¥ brave ¥ cheerful ¥ rude ¥ sensitive
2 Claudius: ambitious ¥ jealous ¥ patient ¥ realistic ¥ selfish
3 Laertes: creative ¥ determined ¥ easy-going ¥ independent ¥ shy
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My father ordered me to come back to Denmark for your coronation.
Look at these common verb patterns:
1 verb +to + infinitive
Hamlet refused to join in the wedding celebrations.
2 verb + object +to + infinitive
Gertrude wanted Hamlet to stay at Elsinore.
3 verb + -ing form
Young Prince Fortinbraskeeps threatening to attack Denmark.

4 verb + object + infinitive without to
OWill youet him go back to France?0 Claudius asked Polonius.

@ Verb patterns
Look at the verbs below. Which pattern do they follow? Add them to the correct
column in the table. Some verbs can follow more than one pattern. Use your
dictionary if necessary.

agree allow ask decide enjoy expect help hope make (not) mind
offer persuade practise seem spendtime stop suggest tell

1 2 3 4
verb +to + verb + object +to +| verb +-ing form verb + object +
infinitive infinitive (keep doing ) infinitive without
(refuse to do) (want somebody to
todo) (let somebody do)
@ Gap filling

Complete the text with appropriate verbs from exercise 4 in the correct form. There
is an example at the beginning (0).

Two months after the old king®s death, his brother Claudius (0) ....2SKed . Queen
Gertrude to marry him. Gertrude (1) .....ccovvvvvvnnnes waiting a bit longer, but Claudius
eventually (2) .....cccvvvvvvnnns her to agree. Prince Hamlet B) .................... not to attend
the wedding because he disapproved of the marriage. He also (4) .................... to

() I TP wearing mourning clothes even after the wedding. He never joined

in the festivities at court preferring instead to ( 6) ........ccceeeeee. his time reading. The
Lord ChamberlainOs son Laertes was different. He (7) ..........c.......... being active and
was good with his sword. He (8) ................... to return to France and was happy
when the king gave him permission to go.
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@ Word formation
Complete the table with the verbs from which the nouns are made.

Verb Noun Verb Noun
1 act action 11 education
2 appreciation 12 explanation
3 celebration 13 expression
4 competition 14 hesitation
5 conclusion 15 information
6 confession 16 invitation
7 confirmation 17 permission
8 conversation 18 reaction
9 coronation 19 satisfaction
10 decision 20 suspicion

0 Words in context
Complete the sentences with nouns or verbs from exercise 6 in the correct form.
There is an example at the beginning (0).

0 Some children donOt go to school but are ....educated .. at home by their

parents.

Thank you so much for the advice you gave me. I really ...........ccccoeeeeeeennn. it.

In 1509 Henry VIII Was ..........ccvvvvvvvvinvnnnnnns king in Westminster Abbey. He was 18.

The politician ..........cccccceeiiiiienennn. her speech by thanking all the people who had

voted for her.

Peter was arrested ON .........ccccccceeeiiieennnn. of murder.

5 Icouldseefromthe..........cccccvrninininin, on PatOs face that she wasnOt pleased.

e Opposites

These words (1-10) are all in Chapter One. Match them with their opposites (A-J).

1 [ ] dangerous A happy
2 [ | dead B wrong
3 [ ] huge C noisy
4 [ ] less D safe
5 [ | miserable E tranquil
6 [ | pale F strong
7 [ ] right G alive
8 [ | silent H more
9 [ | upset | dark
10 [ | weak J minute
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(0] Open cloze
Read the text and think of a word which best fits each gap. Use only one word in
each gap. There is an example at the beginning (0).

Richard Burbage b the first Hamlet

Hamlet has rarely been off

the stage in the 400 years

(o) JRTT sSInce. ... it was
written. The first performances in the
early 1600s were at the Globe Theatre,
(D) o the south
bank of the river Thames, with Richard
Burbage in the leading role.

The son of the actor, theatre

manager and owner James

Burbage, Richard was a member

of the Earl of LeicesterOs acting

company, which later changed

(2) e name to

the Lord ChamberlainOs Men and

eventually became the KingOs Men

in 1603. He was considered the

greatest Elizabethan actor of the

time. His acting style was similar to the OmethodO actors of today: he became
the character he was playing. His influence on Shakespeare is not certain

() I it is generally believed that the playwright wrote the
tragedies Othello, King Lear and Hamlet with Burbage in mind as the leading
actor. At a time when there were ( 4) .....oooevvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiineeeeennn few dramatic
roles that required the actor to memorize more than several hundred lines,
Shakespeare regularly wrote parts for him with thousands of lines. Hamlet is still
the record holder in this category, as the lead actor must learn more than 4,000
lines, or almost 30,000 words, for the part.

In 1597 RichardOs father, James Burbage, died and left him and his brother
Cuthbert two theatres B Blackfriars and the Theatre. When the rental contract
for the site of the Theatre ran ( 5) ..o in late 1598, the
Burbages, together (6) .........oovvvvvviviiiiviiiniiiinnn, some assistants, took it down
piece by piece, carried the materials across the Thames and rebuilt it. The
finished structure was named the Globe and (( 7) .....cccceeeiiiiiieiiii, of the
investors in the new theatre was William Shakespeare.

Richard Burbage died on 13 March 1619, and is buried in St LeonardOs Church,
Shoreditch, (8) ..o, this short but witty epitaph * was
engraved on his tomb: Exit Burbage.

1. epitaph : short piece of writing honouring a dead person.
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Before you read

@ \Vocabulary
Choose the correct definition © A, B, or C D of the underlined word in the sentences.

1

ODonOt let HamletOs words of love deceive you!O Laertes told his sister Ophelia.
OHis feelings for you wonOt last.O

A | ] trick B [ | worry C [ | frighten

2 Ophelia was flattered by the attention Hamlet had paid her and thought he
loved her.
A [ ] upset B [ | pleased C [ | confused

3 Hamlet paced anxiously up and down the room trying to decide what to do.
A | ] swam B [ | walked C [ | jumped

4 Ophelia wasnOt concentrating on her sewing and pricked her finger with her
needle.
A | ] hurt B [ | broke C [ ] bent

@ Prediction

Before Laertes left for France, Polonius gave him some advice. Read the sentences
below and tick [ ! ] the advice you think he gave his son.

ga b~ W N B

[ | DonOt be too friendly with people.

[ | Try not to start fights.

D Talk to as many people as you can.

D Only buy good quality clothes.

D Lend your friends money if they need it.

Check your ideas after youOve read Chapter Two.

Listening
Listen to the beginning of Chapter Two. You will hear a conversation between
Laertes and his sister Ophelia. Decide if each sentence is correct (A) or incorrect (B).

A W N P

A B
Laertes doesnOt care about his fatherOs reputation at court. I
Ophelia is older than Laertes. I
Ophelia promises to write to Laertes often. I
Ophelia has no chance of becoming queen. I
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CHAPTERTWO
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I I t didnOt take Laertes long to prepare for his journ ey back to France. D:])))
He was looking forward to leaving because life att he castle had little
to offer a young man like him. Laertes always felt bored there. What
he wanted was adventure and freedom. Polonius was a good father,
but he was strict and expected his children to be as submissive !as his

ministers. In spite of this, Laertes loved and resp ected him and didnOt want to

do anything that might damage his fatherOs reputati on at court.

Before he left he went to say goodbye to his sister , Ophelia. She was several
years younger than him and a sweet, sensitive girl. Ever since their motherOs
death he had looked after her and protected her fro m harm. On his recent
return from France, Ophelia told him that Hamlet ha d sent her some love
letters. This had worried him.

OLaertes!O Ophelia cried when she saw him. OWhyylu have to go away so
soon? IOl miss you so much!O

OI0Il miss you too, Ophelia. But promise me youOll write often.O

1. submissive : allowing other people to tell you what to do without arguing.
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CHAPTERTWO

OYou know | will,O replied his sister.

OAnNd as regards Hamlet, donOt let his words of loveleceive you. His feelings
for you might be real today, but they probably wonOt last.O

OWhy do you think that?0

OHeOs young and doesnOt know any other women apaftom you. And
besides, nothing can come of a relationship with hi m. HeOs a royal prince and
one day heOll be king. He isnOt free to choose a fei. That decision will be made
for him by the court. So, just be careful and donOt do anything silly!O Dj

OAlright, Laertes,O Ophelia sighed. [ end |

Just at that moment Polonius arrived.

OLaertes! Are you still here?0 he said. OHurry up! Your ship is leaving.O

O10m going, father,O said Laertes putting on his hat and cloak.

OGoodbye, my son,0 said Polonius kissing him. OAunst try to remember a
few rules of life. DonOt do anything without thinki ng about it seriously first. Be
friendly to people, but not too friendly. DonOt was te your time shaking hands
with every new person you meet. DonOt start a fight , but if youOre in one, fight
bravely. Listen to many people, but talk to just a few. Spend as much as you
can afford on clothes, but make sure theyOre of good quality. DonOt borrow
money and donOt lend it. And, above all, be true to yourself!O

OThank you, father,O said Laertes, impatient to lege. OIOIl try to remember
your good advice. Goodbye, Ophelia. And donOt forget what | told you!O

When he had gone, Polonius asked Ophelia what Laertes had told her.

OO0h, just something about Hamlet,O she replied, picking up her embroidery?

OGood!O said Polonius. He had noticed HamletOs irgst in his daughter and
didnOt approve of it. OThereOs a lot of gossip ggiraround the court about you
and Hamlet. People are saying that you arenOt behavng as a good girl should.
1tOs embarrassing for me. IOm an important man and| have a reputation to
keep!®

Ophelia tried to concentrate on her sewing.

OThrowing yourself at the first young man who shows interest in you! You
should have more self-respect. | forbid you to see Hamlet again. And if heOs
written you any love letters, send them back. Do you understand?0

A drop of blood fell on OpheliaOs cloth. She had pricked her finger.

2. cloak: long, thick, loose coat without sleeves.
3. embroidery : activity of decorating cloth with silk thread.
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CHAPTERTWO

OYes, father.O
OGood girl.O

Hamlet had gone to his room after his conversation with the ghost. He
was shocked, confused and afraid, too. His father h ad asked him to avenge
his murder and that meant only one thing D he had t o kill his uncle. Although
Hamlet preferred books and studying to swords and f ighting, he promised
himself to do what his father had asked. It was his duty. How he hated Claudius
now! And how disgusted he felt by his motherOs behaviour!

OBut what if | only imagined the ghost?0 he thoughtsuddenly. OWhat if
Claudius is innocent? Oh, what shall | do?0

Hamlet paced nervously up and down his room.

OBefore | kill Claudius, | must be sure that he redly is a murderer. | donOt
want to act too hastily, *so | must find a way of gaining time. How?0

He stopped pacing to think and very soon an idea came to him.

Ol know! IOIl pretend to be mad. That will confuseeveryone. They wonOt
suspect that | have a plan.O

During the next few days everyone in the castle sta rted to comment on
the change in HamletOs behaviour. He never spoke toanyone now, he didnOt
care how he dressed, and he spent long periods of time staring into space and
sighing. Ophelia, in particular, was worried about the changes.

For the last year she had thought that Hamlet was i n love with her.
He had sent her flowers and love letters, and told her she was beautiful.
When he was at home, he had invited her to walk wit h him in the castle gardens.
Naturally, she was flattered by all the attention h e paid her. Hamlet was
a handsome, intelligent young man and she was young and nasve. ° Although
he was a royal prince and she was only the Lord ChamberlainOs daughter,
she had sometimes let herself dream that he might a sk her to marry him.
So when her father ordered her to send HamletOs letters back, she had done it
with a heavy heart. During the days that followed, she expected him to come
to her and ask her for an explanation, but he didnOt. He avoided meeting her.
Every time he saw her, he turned around and walked the other way. And on
the rare occasions they were in the same room toget her, he was very cold and

4. hastily : quickly.
5. naeve: not having much experience of life and tending to trust people too easily.
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unfriendly. She couldnOt understand his behaviour; it was so strange, so unlike
him.

Then one morning Hamlet came to her room while she was sewing. He
walked in without knocking and stood in front of he r. His appearance shocked
her. He looked awful! He had no hat, his shirt was unbuttoned and his stockings,
which were not very clean, were around his ankles. His face was as white as a
sheet and he seemed very nervous. Without saying an ything, he took hold of
her wrists and stared at her for a very long time. Then he sighed deeply and
left the room walking backwards so that he didnOt h ave to take his eyes off her.

Ophelia was very frightened and ran to find her father.

As soon as she entered the room, Polonius could seethat she was very upset
about something.

OWhatOs the matter, Ophelia? Why are you crying?0

OO0h, Father! IOm so afraid!O replied the girl. @Eei Hamlet has just been to
see me. HeOs so strange! | think heOs gone mad!0

Between sobs, she managed to tell her father what had happened.

Polonius listened with increasing surprise.

Ol only did what you told me to do, Father. | sent his letters back®, Ophelia
said, drying her eyes. OBut he hasnOt spoken to mgince then. Do you think heOs
angry with me? Is it my fault that heOs gone mad?0

She started crying again.

OLove is a strong and violent emotion,O Polonius sd. Olt has the power to
change people. Hamlet has gone mad because he thinks you donOt return his
love. | didnOt realise his feelings for you were soserious. You young people are
difficult for us older people to understand. Come o n! We must tell the king
everything. We need to discuss it openly because, if we donOt, | risk losing my
job and you risk losing your reputation!O
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The text and beyond

(1) Comprehension check
For each question, choose the correct answer ® A, B, C orD.

1 Why didnOt Laertes want to stay at Elsinore?
A | | His father was too strict.
B [ | He didnOt like the new king.
C D Life there wasnOt exciting enough.
D [ | The courtiers were boring.

2 What did Laertes think of Hamlet?
A D He wasnOt honest with people.
B D He had little experience of the world.
C [ | He wasnOt able to make decisions.
D [ | He was insensitive to the feelings of others.

3 What advice did Polonius give Ophelia?
A [ | She should think of her reputation.
B [ | She should show more interest in Hamlet.
C D She shouldnOt listen to court gossip.
D [ | She should tell Hamlet not to send any more letters.

4 Why did Hamlet start behaving strangely?
A | | He was unsure of what to do.
B [ | He wanted to shock his mother.
C [ | He was nervous.
D [ | He wanted attention.

5 What did Hamlet do after Ophelia returned his love letters?
A | | He stayed in his room.
B [ | He asked her for an explanation.
C D He arranged a meeting with her.
D [ | He avoided seeing her.

6 Why did Polonius think Hamlet had gone mad?
A D He was angry because Ophelia refused to speak to him.
B [ | He was upset because Ophelia didnOt love him.
C D There was too much gossip about him and Ophelia.
D [ | He didnOt understand why Ophelia didnOt love him.
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... his stockings, which were not very clean, were around his ankles.

This sentence has two clauses: amain clause (His stockings were around his ankleg
and a non-defining relative clause (which were not very clean.

Non-defining relative clauses give more information about a person or thing already
identified.

They are more common in written texts than in conversation.

When we write these clauses, we put a comma (,) at the beginning and another
comma (or a full stop) at the end.

In a non-defining clause we always use who to refer to people and which to refer to
things. The relative pronoun that is not possible.

We canOt leave out the relative pronounswho or which in non-defining relative clauses.

@ Non-defining relative clauses
Join the pairs of sentences with who or which. DonOtforget to add commas. There is
an example at the beginning (0).

0 Polonius disapproved of OpheliaOs friendship with Hamlet. Polonius was a strict
father.

Polonius, who was a strict father, disapproved of OpheliaOs friendship with Hamlet.

1 Hamlet refused to go to the wedding of his mother and Claudius. The wedding
had taken place soon after old King HamletOs death.

2 Two of the castle guards told Horatio that they had seen a ghost on the
battlements. Horatio was a close friend of HamletOs.

3 HamletOs letters to Ophelia generally finished with a short love poem. She kept
the letters in a secret place.

4 Hamlet was confused and unsure of what to do. He thought he might have
imagined the ghost.

5 Ophelia was shocked when Hamlet suddenly appeared in her room. She was
sewing at the time.

6 The death of King Hamlet surprised everyone at court. His death was completely
unexpected.
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9 Sentence completion
Complete the sentences about Denmark with your own ideas. There is an example
at the beginning (0).

0 Denmark, .Which has a population of just over 5.5 millide peopis the smallest

Scandinavian country.

1 The Danish writer Hans Christian ANAErSEN, ....oooveviiiiiiiiiiiee e
...................... , Is famous all over the world.

2 The city of COPENNAGEN, .....ooiiiiiiiiiii e , Is the
most-visited of all Scandinavian cities.

3 THE VIKINGS, weveiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee et e e e e e , came from
Denmark, Norway and Sweden.

e Expect or wait ? Commonly confused words
Complete the sentences with the correct words in the correct form.

expect/wait

1 10M i, a message from my sister. She said sheOd send me one when
she arrived.

2 YouOre too young to get married. Why donOt you ............c..c......... a couple of years?

damage/injure
3 Chen was involved in a car accident but luckily he wasnOt ......................... :
4 Thecarwasbadly ........................ in the accident.

sensible/sensitive

5 Maria has to use soap-free products because she has ................c.eeeee skin.

6 The tour of the city involves a lot of walking, so please bring ........................
footwear.

borrow/lend

7 LetOs have a game of tennis! IOve got an extra racquet you can ......................... .

8 I really need a new phone. Perhaps Dad will ..............ccccccun.. me the money to buy
one.
pick up/take
9 Julio..ooeiieiiii a large helping of potatoes because he was hungry.
10 Tim oo, his rucksack and set off for the station.
gain/win
11 Young peoplecan .........cccccevvrrnnnne useful experience by having a gap year.
12 The new teacher quickly managed to ......................... her studentsO affection.
miss/lose
13 Mike has a guide dog because he ..........cccccceeennnn. his sight a few years ago.
14 Mrs BakerOs pet catis ........ccceeveeeene. . She canOt find it anywhere.
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@ DoOs & DonOtOs
Work with a partner or in small groups. Read again the list of Do Os& DonOtOs that
Polonius gives Laertes before he returns to France. How much of his advice do you
agree with? Write your own list of Do Ot DonOtOs for a young person who is about to
leave home and live on his/her own for the first time.

Share your ideas with the rest of the class.

@ EESi Writing

You have received this email from your English-speaking friend, Eva.
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Write your email. Write your answer in 140-190 words in an appropriate style.

T: GRADE7Y

0 Speaking b Village and city life
Work with a partner. Ask and answer questions about village and city life.

1 What are the advantages
and disadvantages of
living in a village?

2 What are the advantages
and disadvantages of
living in a city?

3 How has village life
changed over the years
in your country?

4 In your opinion, which
is the best city in your
country to live in, and
why?
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The Spanish Tragedgproduction of frontspiece to the edition of 1615.

Revenge In Elizabethan Drama

Revenge tragedies

ShakespeareOdamletbelongs to a literary genre! known as revenge tragedy. This
term was first used in 1900 to describe a kind of play written in the late sixteenth
and early seventeenth centuries.
Revenge tragedies have several features in common: an avenger B a person who
wants to take his revenge for a wrong done to him or someone he loves; a ghost
who demands revenge; pretended madness and real madness; sinistef plots; a
play-within-the-play; graveyard '* scenes; multiple murders; violence shown on
stage. The genre was extremely popular with Elizabethan audiences and nearly all
of the important playwrights of the time wrote revenge tragedies.
The first successful Elizabethan revenge play was written by Thomas Kyd (1558-
1594). It was called The Spanish Tragedsnd its popularity continued for a long
time even after KydOs death: the number of reprinted copies ofThe Spanish Tragedy
show that it was more popular in its time than the plays Shakespeare wrote. Many
elements of the play, such as the play-within-a-play used to trap a murderer, and a
ghost that is seeking revenge, also appear inHamlet

1. genre: particular style used in writing that can be recognized by certain features.

2. sinister : making you feel that something bad or evil might happen.
3. graveyard : area of ground near a church where dead people are buried.
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o Picture summary
The pictures from Hamlet below are out of order. Put them in the right order. Write
captions under each picture. Usethe pictures to help you summarise the story orally.

El |
B |
Il
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This reader uses tHEXPANSIVE READING approach, where the text
becomes a springboard to improve language skild@explore historical
background, cultural connections and other topics suggested by the text.
The newstructuresintroducedinthis step OREAXDING & TRAININGSEries

are listed below. Naturally, structures from lower steps are included too. Fora
complete list of structures used over all the six step3fseBlack Cat Guide

to Graded Readersvhich is also downloadable at no cost from oubsite,
blackcat-cideb.com.

The vocabulary used at each step is carefully checked against vocabulary
lists used for internationally recognised examinations.

All the structures used in the previous levels, plus the following:

Verb tenses

Present Perfect Simplthe first / seconetc.time that...

Present Perfect Continuous: unfinished past feittor since
(duration form)

Verb forms and patterns

Passive forms: Present Perfect Simple

Reported speech introduced by precise reporting verbs
(e.g.suggest, promise, apolog)se

Modal verbs
Be / get used t® -ing: habit formation
Had better duty and warning

Types of clause

3rd Conditionalif + Past Perfectyould(nOt) have
Conditionals withmay / might

Non-defining relative clauses wittvhich, whose
Clauses of concessioaven though; in spite of; despite

VICENS VIVES - HAMLET, PRINCE OF DENMARK (BLACK CAT.
READING AND TRAINING) - ISBN: 9788853015525



