Penguin Readers

MONICA ALl

Hsmmm




Penguin Readers

BRICK LA

A\

A\C’(o

RETOLD BY SOPHIA KHAN
ILLUSTRATED BY ALISHA MONNIN
SERIES EDITOR: SORREL PITTS



Contains adult content, which could include: sexual behaviour

or exploitation, misuse of alcohol, smoking, illegal drugs, violence
fj and dangerous behaviour.

This book includes confent that may be distressing to readers,

including descriptions of suicide or self-harm, references to

terrorism or hate speech, and abusive or discriminatory freatment
of individuals, groups, religions or communities.

PENGUIN BOOKS

UK | USA | Canada | Ireland | Australia
India | New Zealand | South Africa

Penguin Books is part of the Penguin Random House group ol
whose addresses can be found at global.; pengumra mhous@com.

www.penguin.co.uk www.puffin.co.uk ww
Pengum

Ran use

Brick Lane first published in Great Britain b edagy a division of Transworld Publishers, 2003
This Penguin Readers ¢digion publishedby Penguin Books Litd, 2023

ten by Monica Ali
aders edition adapted by Sophia Khan
yright © Monica Ali 2003

na Efah except embroidered author type by Isobel Ogle
ign project management by Dynamo Limited

oral right of the original author has been asserted
inted and bound in Great Britain by Clays Ltd, Elcograf S.p.A.

¢ authorized representative in the EEA is Penguin Random House Ireland,
Morrison Chambers, 32 Nassau Street, Dublin D02 YH68

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library
ISBN: 978-0-241-58920-5

All correspondence to:
Penguin Books
Penguin Random House Children’s
One Embassy Gardens, 8 Viaduct Gardens,
London SW11 7BW

MIX Penguin Random House is committed to a
Paper from sustainable future for our business, our readers
responsible sources and our planet. This book is made from Forest

gﬁ% FSC® C018179 Stewardship Council® certified paper.




Contents

Note about the story

Before-reading questions

Chapter One — Gouripur, East Pakistan, 1967
Chapter Two — Tower Hamlets, London, 1985

Chapter Three — Nazneen has news
Chapter Four — Raqib

Chapter Five — At the hospital

Chapter Six — Letters from Hasina
Chapter Seven — Tower Hamlets, Fenga

Chapter Eight — Karim
Chapter Nine — Trouble on the

Chapter Ten — Happy o py?
Chapter Eleven — Ever§ighi anges

Chapter Twelve
Chapter Thirt D,

Chapter Fgurte azneen takes control

Chapt \ The last night
Chqte%ix en — A new life
During-réading questions

After-reading questions

ys a suitcase

1slons

Exercises
Project work
Essay questions

Glossary

S

2001

102
102
106
107
108



CHAPTER ONE

Gouripur, East Pakistan, 1967

Rupban was sitting outside the store hut and preparing a chicken
when she felt a terrible pain in her stomach. She screamed. Hamid
heard her and ran all the way home. He knew it wasdhis'wife. Who
else could scream like that? S@

At home, he saw Rupban with his siste mtgz. Mumtaz
waved Hamid away. “Get Banesa. What waiting for?”

Banesa was the oldest woman in th§village. She helped women
give birth, and Rupban was seven pregnant. But she came
moments too late. She pick Nazneen’s small blue body and
shook her head. %

“I thought it was s e,” said Rupban, and began to cry.

Mumtaz triedgo ke Wazneen, but the small body dropped
through her fihigers ell on to the bed. The baby started crying.

Banes @he baby lives but she is weak. You could take
her to a &l in the city, which 1s very expensive. Or you can
wait an what fate will do.”

“We’ll take her to the city,” said Mumtaz.

“No,” said Rupban. “We must not fight fate. If she lives or if she
dies, I accept it. My child will be stronger if she does not use her
energy to fight fate.”

Later, Hamid came to look at Nazneen.

‘A girl,” said Rupban.
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“Never mind,” said Hamid. And he went away again.

“The baby won’t feed,” Rupban told Mumtaz. “It is probably her
fate to die.”

“She’ll feed in the morning,” said Mumtaz. But Nazneen did not
feed in the morning, or the next day, or the day after that. Rupban
was beginning to wish that fate would hurry up. But on the fifth day,

Nazneen suddenly began to feed. %

As Nazneen grew, she often heard the story of ogWere Left
ate.” She saw the

To Your Fate. She never questioned acg
example in her mother, who suffered wit omplaining every day
until the day she died.

Nazneen’s sister, Hasina, ery different. She listened to no
one. At the age of 16, when V%\'eady almost too beautiful, she
ran away with the nep tory owner. Hamid was extremely
angry. For weeks, b€ saghwalting for her, ready to cut off her head.
But Hasina digfhot co ack.

Soon a %ﬁn’s father asked if she would like to see a
photoﬁtf\the man she was going to marry next month.
Nazneen k her head and replied, “Abba, it is good that you have
chosen my husband. I hope I can be a good wife, like Amma was.”

But she noticed where her father put the photo, and later she

looked at it. The man was at least 40 years old. He was ugly. And he

was going to take her to live in England with him.



CHAPTER TWO
Tower Hamlets, London, 1985

Nazneen had been in London for six months and did not know

many people. She was too afraid to try and talk to people, and she
could not speak English anyway. She spent her day%: doing

housework and cooking. But that evening, Dr A;

was, coming for
” Jger husband,
Chanu, had explained. “So he could hel th¢ promotion.”

dinner. “Dr Azad knows my manager, Mr Dallo

Nazneen was nervous because she ts of things to do and
she knew the dinner was impor to her husband. But then
she fell asleep on the sofa. dreamed about walking to school
arm-in-arm with Hasina %\ rice fields. When she woke it
was almost four o’cl nu came home and found the flat
untidy and the fo redely, would he beat her? No. He was kind
and gentle. 1id ve her?

One nightja wegk after they married, she had heard him talking
on the te XC about her.

“She t beautiful. But any wife is better than no wife. And
she’s only eighteen, and good at cleaning and cooking. A girl from
the village: totally unspoiled.”

Nazneen had felt stupid for ever imagining that he loved her.

She missed people. In eighteen years, she had hardly ever been
alone until she came to London. She missed her sister. She reread

Hasina’s last letter.
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1 heard about your marriage and I pray your husband is a good man.
1 am so happy now. Malek’s uncle has got him a very good job
n a ratlway company. Malek knows little about trains but he is
smart. Nobody is smarter than my husband.
Although we have nothing, I am happy. Sometimes I want to run

and jump. But I am 16 years old and a married woman.
FEuverything is good between my husband and me now. 1gon’t fet
my tongue make trouble any more. If women understa, th%
one will beat them.
Suster, I think of you every day and send /A
Someone knocked on the fron&he flat. It was Mrs

Islam and Razia Igbal, somgffeichbours from the estate who
had welcomed her when $he Tirstarrived. Mrs Islam had been
in London for nearl rs and knew all the Bangladeshi
community in [Bwef Hanlets.

Nazneen s el d made them some tea. Then Mrs Islam
started talki @: a woman who had fallen from one of the
tall bloc x}ats.

“Rem er she had no children,” said Mrs Islam. “After
twelve years of marriage. And if you decide to jump from the
sixteenth floor, then that’s the end.”

“Yes,” said Razia. “But it was an accident.”

“A terrible accident,” said Mrs Islam. “But everyone is talking

about it.”
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When Nazneen is 18, she marries a much older man and moves
from Bangladesh to England to be with her husband. But Brick
Lane in London is very different from Nazneen’s village, and she
speaks no English. Nazneen must try to look after her family and
get used to a new, and very strange, country.
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